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Each year on November 11, Americans come together to observe 
Veterans Day, honoring the men and women who have served in the 
United States Armed Forces. It is a day to recognize their service, 
sacrifices and dedication to protecting our nation and the freedoms we 
enjoy.

Veterans Day traces its origins to the end of World War I, when an 
armistice between the Allied nations and Germany took effect on 
the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month in 1918. 
Originally observed as Armistice Day, the holiday was renamed 
Veterans Day in 1954 when President Dwight D. Eisenhower signed 
legislation expanding its recognition to Veterans of all generations.

For the New Mexico Department of Veterans’ Services (NMDVS), every 
day is Veterans Day. Our commitment to honoring those who have 
served extends beyond November 11 through our ongoing mission 
to help Veterans and their families access the benefits, services 
and resources they have earned. This observance also provides an 
opportunity to reaffirm our dedication to serving those who have served.

As communities across New Mexico commemorate Veterans Day on 
Wednesday, November 11, NMDVS will participate in ceremonies and 
events throughout the state.

In Santa Fe, observances will begin with a parade at 9:30 a.m., 
departing from the PERA parking lot. A ceremony will follow at 11 a.m. 
at St. Francis Auditorium.

The Village of Los Lunas will host a ceremony at 11 a.m. at Daniel D. Fernandez Memorial Park, 1103 U.S. 
Highway 314 South.

The Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Angel Fire will hold its annual Veterans Day ceremony at 11 a.m. at 34 
Country Club Road.

In Albuquerque, the Veterans Day parade begins at 9 a.m. at USS Bullhead Memorial Park and concludes at 
New Mexico Veterans Memorial Park at 10 a.m. A ceremony will follow at 10:30 a.m. at the memorial, located 
at 1100 Louisiana Blvd. SE.

NMDVS encourages New Mexicans to attend a Veterans Day ceremony in their community. Additional 
ceremonies and events submitted to the department are listed on the following pages.

To all New Mexico Veterans, thank you for your service, sacrifices and contributions to our communities. We 
also thank the families who have stood beside you, offering support and making sacrifices of their own. On 
Veterans Day and throughout the year, we honor and thank you.

New Mexico Comes Together for Veterans Day

http://www.dvs.nm.gov
https://www.facebook.com/nmdvshealthcare2015/
https://www.instagram.com/newmexicoveterans/


Veterans Day Events Across New Mexico
The Veterans Day events listed below are based on information provided to the New Mexico Department of 
Veterans’ Services (NMDVS). NMDVS does not guarantee the accuracy, completeness, or status of the event details 
and assumes no responsibility for any errors, omissions, or changes. Individuals are encouraged to contact event 
organizers directly to confirm times, locations, and other details. 

CITY	 VENUE	 EVENT	 TIME	 MORE INFO:
Saturday (Nov. 7)			                                                                               	
Albuquerque	 Historic Fairview Cemetery	 Ceremony	 10 am	 Event website
Alamogordo	 10th and Maryland Ave.	 Parade	 10 am	 (575)-437-6120
Artesia	 Artesia Park	 Celebration	 10 am-1pm	 (562)-860-3361
Clovis	 Main Street  Hilltop Plaza	 Parade	 10 am-11am	 (575)-763-3435
Las Cruces	 Downtown Main St./Lohman Ave.            Parade/Ceremony	 11 am	 Event website
Peñasco 	 Peñasco Community  Center	 Luncheon	 11:30am-2pm	 (505)-310-9660
T or C	 Veterans Memorial Park	 Ceremony	 10 am-11am	 (575) 894-0750
T or C	 NM State Veterans Home Lunch  &  Music	 Lunch	 11am-1pm	 (575) 894-0750
Zuni	 Shiwi Ts’ana Elementary School	 Celebration	 10 am	 (505)-782-7281
Sunday (Nov. 8)				  
Paguate	 The Guishdi Veterans Park 	 Ceremony	 11:30 am	 (505)-263-6722
Tuesday (Nov. 10)
Acoma	 American Legion, Gerald G. Chino Building	 Dinner	 4 pm-6 pm            (505)-917-1259
Wednesday (Nov. 11) Veterans Day			 
Albuquerque	 USS Bullhead Memorial Park	 Parade	 9 am	 (505)-768-4495
Albuquerque	 New Mexico Veterans Memorial Park	 Ceremony	 10:30 am	 (505)-768-4495
Albuquerque	 Paws and Stripes/617 Truman 87110	 Event	 10 am-2pm	 (505)-999-1201
Albuquerque	 Indian Pueblo Cultural Center	 Honors	 11 am-12pm	 (505)-843-7270
Angel Fire	 Angel Fire Vietnam Veterans Memorial	 Ceremony	 11am	 (575)-377-2293
Belen	 Veterans Memorial Eagle Park	 Ceremony	 2 pm	 (505) 236-3618
Carlsbad	 Veterans Memorial Park                                 Parade/Ceremony	 10 am	 (575)-887-1191
Clovis	 Main Street Clovis	 Parade	 10 am	 (575)-763-5392
Cuba	 Eichwald Center	 Parade	 11 am                       (505)-274-8725
Española 	 Veterans Memorial Wall	 Ceremony	 10:45 am	 (505)-903-3666
Gallup	 901 West Aztec Ave.	 Parade	 11am	 (505)-863-1275
Gallup	 Courthouse Square, 215 West Aztec Ave.	 Ceremony	 11:30 am	 (505)-863-1275
Los Lunas	 Daniel D. Fernandez Memorial Park	 Ceremony	 11 am                       (505)-352-7661
Portales	 Veterans Memorial Building	 Ceremony	 10:30 am	 (575)-760-3341
Rio Communities	 Rio Communitites City Hall	 Ceremony	 10 am                       (505-861-6803
Rio Rancho	 Southern and Country Club  Drive	 Parade	 10 am	 (505) 892-4499 
Rio Rancho	 Veterans Monument Park	 Ceremony	 11am	 (505) 892-4499
Roswell	 ITC Commons, ENMU Roswell	 Celebration	 11am-1pm	 (575)-624-7065
Santa Fe	 St. Francis Auditorium	 Ceremony	 11am	 Event website
Socorro	 Isidro Baca Park, Center Street	 Ceremony	 11am	 (575)-835-0240
Santa Rosa	 David Flores Veterans Center	 Ceremony	 11:30 am	 (575)-472-0380
T or C	 T or C Elementary	 Ceremony	 9 am	 Event website
Saturday (Nov. 14)			                                                                                        	
Roswell	 Downtown	 Ceremony	 9 am	 (575)-268-0220
Roswell	 Downtown	 Parade	 10 am	 (575)-268-0220
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https://historicfairviewcemeteryabq.org/veterans-day-observance-at-historic-fairview-cemetery/
https://lascrucesvetday.org/
https://santafenm.gov/city-clerk-community-engagement/events?y=2026&m=11
https://www.torcschools.net/live_feeds/13624267/
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Veterans Day Programming from PBS

New Mexico PBS (KNME – Ch. 5.1, Ch. 5.4, and streaming) will present a series of Veterans Day programs 
throughout November honoring those who serve, have served, and the families and communities who support 
them. For program details, visit www.nmpbs.org. All programs will also stream for free on the PBS app after the 
broadcast. 

SALUTE TO SERVICE 2026: A VETERANS DAY CELEBRATION

5.1: FRI. NOV 6, 9pm

Jason Kelce hosts this special with The U.S. Army Field Band, featuring unique musical performances by 8-time 
Grammy-winning legend Jon Batiste alongside the Six-String Soldiers.  Experience training at West Point with 
NFL offensive tackle Alejandro Villanueva, who reminisces about his time as a cadet, and meet members of the 
3rd U.S. Infantry Regiment, ‘The Old Guard.’ This program is a celebration of gratitude to those who have worn 
the uniform in service to us all.

THE MARINES

5.1: FRI. NOV 6, 10pm

This program examines the rich history and unique warrior culture of the United States Marine Corps, whose 
“Warrior Ethos” is ingrained into each recruit from the beginning. With access to Corps facilities around the 
country, this program explores their training, what it takes to become a full-fledged Marine, and the strong bond 
Marines share with one another and the Corps.

COLORES! The Candelaria Brothers in WWI

5.1: SAT. NOV 7, 4pm;   5.4: FRI. NOV 13, 8pm

A New Mexico Story -- In commemoration of Veterans Day, see World War I through the eyes of historian Andrés 
Armijo’s great-uncles, Gaspar and Liberato Candelaria. Discovering his history through photographs, letters, and 
family stories, Armijo learns from his great-uncle’s experiences before, during, and after “The Great War.”

I LIED ABOUT MY AGE: A MARINE IN WORLD WAR II

5.1: TUES. NOV 10, 10pm

In the early days of World War II, Frank Wright wanted to join the Marines but was only 16 years old. 

He stuffed his pockets with bananas for extra weight, then lied about his age, going on to see brutal combat on 
both Guam and Iwo Jima, and a very personal Japanese bayonet charge. Narrated by actor Rob Morrow.

SECRETS OF THE DEAD “Finding America’s Fallen”

5.1: WED. NOV 11, 9pm and FRI. NOV 13, 3pm;   5.4:  SAT. NOV 14, 8pm

A unique archaeological dig is happening in South Carolina, where veterans are investigating the site of the Bat-
tle of Camden and exploring how the Continental soldiers’ devastating loss there turned the tide of the American 
Revolution. These veterans want to give Camden’s fallen their due.

NO GREATER ACT: PUEBLO RESISTANCE

5.1: THURS. NOV 12, 7pm;   5.4: FRI. NOV 13, 9pm

Winner: Rocky Mountain Emmy Award - A timely exploration of the birth of resistance in North America, con-
sidered the “First American Revolution” by some historians. This groundbreaking film tells the fascinating story 
of Indigenous resistance to the Spanish colonization of New Mexico. Spanning two centuries, it reveals the un-
sung acts of resistance and resilience by Pueblo People to foreign domination that led up to the 1680 Revolt.

http://www.nmpbs.org
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Upcoming NMDVS Veterans’ Benefits Outreach Visits

The New Mexico Department of Veterans‘ Services (NMDVS) is scheduled to make the following outreach visits 
at the locations listed below. Veterans and/or their eligible dependents are encouraged to stop by to file for or 
inquire about VA  disability ratings, VA medical or mental health care, retiree pensions, military burials, and other 
VA benefits.

Staff can also help with applying for state Veterans’ benefits such as discounted fishing and hunting licenses, 
Veterans’ license plates, property tax exemptions, state park passes, and many more state Veterans’ benefits. 

Please bring a copy of your DD-214, NA 13038, NOAA 56-16, PHS 1867, Certificate of Release or Discharge from 
Active Duty, which are necessary for filing all Veterans’ benefits claims. In addition, your VA award letter showing 
percentage of disability, NM Driver’s License, ID, voter Registration card, and Widow/Widower copy of marriage 
and death certificates if applicable. NMDVS can help Veterans file for lost or misplaced DD 214s.

Artesia		 11/18, 12/16		  United Veterans Hall, 402 W. Hermosa Dr. 	 9am-4pm 

Carlsbad		 11/10, 11/24, 12/9	 VFW Post 8703, 1919 San Jose Blvd.		  10am-3pm

Cannon AFB		 11/17, 12/01, 12/15 	 AP Seminar, MFRC, 1554 Spear Loop		  11am-12pm

Capitan		 12/2, 1/6			   Capitan Public Library, 101 E 2nd St. 		  10am-3pm

Deming		 11/25, 12/23, 1/27	 Luna County Senior Center, 800 Granite St.	 10am-12:30pm

Gallup		 11/10, 12/8, 1/12		 Vets Helping Vets, 908 E. Buena Vista Ave.		 10am-11am	

Holloman AFB		 11/25, 12/2, 12/9		 TAP Seminar, MFRC, W NM Ave., Bldg. 788 	 8:30am-10am

Raton		 11/18, 12/16, 1/20	 Raton VA Clinic 1493 Whittier St.			   10am-2pm

Ruidoso		 12/2, 1/6			   Ruidoso Community Ctr/501 Sudderth Dr.		 10am-3pm

Santa Rosa		 12/9, 1/13			  Guadalupe County Veterans Ctr, 720 Lake Dr.  	 10am-2pm

Socorro/Belen		 11/10, 12/8		  Forget Me Not Veteran Ctr. 705 N. California St.	 9am-1pm

The following are weekly outreach visits:

Santa Fe Vet Center 		Fridays		  6535 Airport Road					     8am-4pm

T or C Vet Home			  Wednesdays		  State Veterans’ Home, 922 S. Broadway		  9am-3pm 

Veterans and their eligible dependents may contact any of the NMDVS field offices statewide listed on the last 
two pages of this newsletter. Each office is staffed by nationally accredited Veteran Service Officers (VSO’s), 
who can also offer assistance by phone or email. 

If you know of or are hosting a Veteran or community event that would benefit from having NMDVS on site to help 
answer questions on benefits available, please contact NMDVS at DVS.PIO@dvs.nm.gov or visit our website at 
https://www.dvs.nm.gov/

mailto:https://www.dvs.nm.gov/
https://www.dvs.nm.gov/
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VVEETTEERRAANNSS  DDAAYY  
CCEERREEMMOONNYY  

NNOOVVEEMMBBEERR  1111,,  22002266  1111AAMM  
HHOONNOORRIINNGG  AALLLL  WWHHOO  SSEERRVVEEDD  

Join the New Mexico Department of Veterans’ Services at the  
Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Angel Fire as we honor the brave men 

and women who have served in the U.S. Armed Forces. 

KKeeyynnoottee  SSppeeaakkeerr::  
CCoolloonneell  SSaarraa  BBrreecckkeennrriiddggee--SSpprrooaatt,,  UU..SS..  AArrmmyy  ((RReettiirreedd)),,  

aa  3300--yyeeaarr  AArrmmyy  NNuurrssee  CCoorrppss  vveetteerraann  aanndd  
VViiccee  PPrreessiiddeenntt  ooff  WWoommeenn  VVeetteerraannss  ooff  NNeeww  MMeexxiiccoo..    

MMuussiiccaall  ppeerrffoorrmmaannccee  bbyy  tthhee  aawwaarrdd--wwiinnnniinngg  
CCiimmaarrrroonn  HHiigghh  SScchhooooll  BBaanndd 

The Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Angel Fire was the first memorial in the 
United States dedicated to Vietnam Veterans. It was established by  

Dr. Victor "Doc" Westphall in honor of his son, David, and all who served. 

Angel Fire Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
34 Country Club Rd.  

Angel Fire, NM 87710 
575-377-2293
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Veterans: Apply for your property tax exemption and your New Mexico State Park Lifetime Veterans Pass through 
the New Mexico Department of Veterans’ Services (NMDVS) State Benefits Division. 

Property Tax Exemptions:
The standard Veteran property tax exemption is $10,000 and will adjust annually for inflation. Additionally, the 
Disabled Veteran Exemption allows eligible Veterans or their unmarried surviving spouses to apply for a tax 
exemption equal to the Veteran’s federal disability rating. Applications must be submitted to NMDVS and filed 
with your County Assessor.

New Mexico State Park Lifetime Veterans Pass:
Eligible New Mexico Veterans can apply for a free lifetime pass providing unlimited access to all NM state parks, 
including day-use and overnight camping. Standard entry and camping fees are waived; however, reservation 
and special facility fees still apply.

Documents needed to verify eligibility for the benefits:
•	 	 A copy of DD-214, NA 13038, NOAA Form 56-16, or PHS Form 1867
•	 	 Proof of New Mexico residency (driver’s license, voter registration, or state tax return)
•	 	 VA Award Letter showing percentage of disability (only for tax exemption)
•	 	 Marriage certificate and the Veteran’s death certificate for surviving spouses 

Applications for the New Mexico State Park Lifetime Veterans Pass and Tax  Exemptions are accepted and 
issued on-site to qualified Veterans. Information and assistance on federal and state benefits, local Veterans’ 
programs, and referral services are available at any of our field office locations, visit  https://www.dvs.nm.gov/, 
or call 1-866-433-8387 for more details and property tax exemption or park pass applications.

Veteran Property Tax Exemptions

VSO Corner: Why Medical Evidence Matters More Than Ever
One of the most common questions Veteran Service Officers (VSOs) hear is, “Why was my claim denied when 
I know my condition is related to service?” In many cases, the answer comes down to evidence. 
 
To establish service connection, VA generally needs evidence of a current disability, an in-service event or 
exposure, and a link between the two, commonly called a medical nexus. 
 
While a Veteran’s personal statement is important, medical evidence often plays a critical role in establishing 
that connection. Veterans should continue receiving treatment, discuss symptoms openly with healthcare 
providers, and maintain accurate medical records. 
 
In some cases, a medical opinion or nexus letter from a qualified healthcare provider can strengthen a claim by 
explaining how a current disability relates to military service. A nexus letter is not required for every claim, but it 
can be valuable when the connection is unclear. 
 
Strong claims combine credible personal statements with solid medical documentation. Working with an 
accredited Veteran Service Officer can help Veterans identify and submit the evidence needed to support their 
claims.

To meet with a VSO near you, contact NMDVS to schedule an appointment. Office locations are listed at the end 
of this newsletter or online at www.dvs.nm.gov/field-services/.

https://www.dvs.nm.gov/
http://www.dvs.nm.gov/field-services/
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New Mexico Lap Robes for Veterans 
For the volunteers behind NM Lap Robes for Veterans, honoring 
those who served comes with a personal touch. The nonprofit 
provides free lap robes to Veterans, particularly those with limited 
mobility, in assisted living facilities or who are homebound.

Inspired by a similar effort he encountered in New York, founder 
John Baerman and three fellow Veterans of Foreign Wars members 
established the organization in December 2024.

Volunteers make and distribute the robes, providing more than 200 
across New Mexico in 2025. Their outreach has included residents 
of the New Mexico State Veterans Home in Truth or Consequences.

In one special presentation, representatives Garry Gaffney, and Baerman honored 
110-year-old Las Cruces Veteran James Flowers with a lap robe, joined by Disabled 
American Veterans (DAV) Chapter 3 Commander Kelly Lacey and First Vice 
Commander John Lacey.

NMDVS is pleased to collaborate with NM Lap Robes for Veterans to support its 
mission of honoring Veterans through handmade gifts of warmth and comfort. As 
part of this effort, NMDVS Eligibility Interviewer Yvonne Chavez presented U.S. Army 
Veteran Thomas Howard Baker with a lap robe donated by the organization.

Through their kindness and dedication, NM Lap Robes for Veterans volunteers remind 
those who served that their sacrifices are remembered and appreciated.

For more information, visit nmlaprobesforveterans.com.

Every Veteran’s story reflects service, commitment, and sacrifice. Behind those 
stories are families whose strength, patience, and unwavering support make 
military service possible. This November, during National Veterans and Military 
Families Month, we recognize both those who have worn our nation’s uniform 
and the loved ones who have stood beside them.

First established in 1996 by the Armed Services YMCA, this annual observance 
honors the contributions of Veterans, service members, and military families 
whose dedication continues to strengthen our nation and communities.

Across New Mexico, Veterans continue to make a difference as community leaders, volunteers, and advocates. 
Their commitment to service extends well beyond their military careers, leaving a lasting impact on the com-
munities they call home.

Throughout the year, the New Mexico Department of Veterans’ Services (NMDVS) has had the honor of visiting 
with Veterans and their families at ceremonies, community gatherings, and outreach events across the state. 
Hearing their stories and witnessing the pride and resilience of military families reminds us that service and 
sacrifice extend far beyond those who wear the uniform.

This November, NMDVS proudly recognizes our Veterans, active-duty service members, National Guard mem-
bers, Reservists, and the families who support them. Their courage, dedication, and strength reflect the very 
best of New Mexico.

To all who have served and to the families who have stood beside them, thank you for your service, sacrifice, 
and unwavering commitment to our country.

November is Veterans and Military Families Month

https://nmlaprobesforveterans.com/
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For 251 years, the United States Marine Corps has stood as a symbol of courage, discipline, and unwavering 
dedication to our nation. Established on November 10, 1775, when the Continental Congress authorized two 
battalions of Marines, the Corps has built a distinguished legacy of service through generations of Marines who 
have answered the call to duty. Its motto, Semper Fidelis, meaning “Always Faithful,” reflects the commitment 
that continues to define the Corps.

Among the Marine Corps’ many contributions to American military history is the remarkable service of the 
Navajo Code Talkers during World War II. Using a unique code based on the Navajo language, these Marines 
transmitted critical military communications that supported operations throughout the Pacific Theater.          
Their ingenuity, courage, and dedication established a legacy that holds special significance for New Mexico.

That legacy continues today through Marines who carry the Corps’ traditions of honor, courage, and 
commitment into their communities and civilian lives. Whether serving on active duty or continuing to 
make a difference as Veterans, Marines demonstrate the leadership, resilience, and sense of duty that have 
distinguished the Corps for more than two centuries.

The New Mexico Department of Veterans’ Services proudly recognizes the Marines who have served and those 
who continue to wear the uniform. Their sacrifices, accomplishments, and steadfast dedication represent a 
proud chapter in our nation’s history and an enduring example of service to others.

Happy 251st Birthday to the United States Marine Corps. Semper Fidelis!

United States Marine Corps Celebrates 251st Birthday
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Did you know: 

During World War I, 223 American women served in France as telephone operators with the U.S. Army Signal 
Corps. Known as the “Hello Girls,” they helped military commanders communicate near the front lines. Despite 
their service, the Army initially classified them as civilians rather than soldiers. It took decades of advocacy 
before they received official military recognition and Veterans’ benefits in 1977.

Topic of the Month:   “I Served, I Sacrificed, I Am a Veteran”

November is a time to honor the men and women who have worn our nation’s uniform. As we celebrate Veterans 
Day on November 11, it is important to recognize that women have served our country in every generation, 
across every branch of the military, and in countless roles that have helped shape our nation’s history.

Yet, some women Veterans may not identify themselves as Veterans or may not realize they qualify for Veteran 
benefits and services. Others may feel overlooked when their military service is not immediately recognized by 
others.

A woman’s service does not become less meaningful because she served in a support role, never deployed, or 
served during peacetime.

Identifying as a Veteran can be an important first step toward discovering available healthcare, education 
benefits, employment resources, disability compensation, and other earned services. It can also help women 
connect with fellow Veterans, mentors, and organizations that understand the transition from military to civilian 
life.

This Veterans Day, we encourage women who have served to take pride in their service, share their stories, 
and reach out for the resources they may need. We also encourage families, employers, healthcare providers, 
and communities to recognize that women Veterans are part of the Veteran community in every corner of New 
Mexico.

Your service counts. Your story matters. You belong in the Veteran community.

Let’s make recognition more than a once-a-year gesture this Veterans Day. Ask a woman if she served. Listen to 
her story. Thank her for her service. Help her connect with the benefits and community she has earned.

The New Mexico Department of Veterans’ Services Women Veterans Program is committed to connecting 
women Veterans with benefits, resources, and community support. If you or a woman Veteran you know needs 
assistance, reach out to the Women Veterans Program to learn more about available services.

If you are a woman Veteran seeking assistance, guidance, or connection to resources, the Women Veterans  
Program is here to help. The Women Veterans Program Manager serves as the primary point of contact for all 
women Veteran-related matters across New Mexico. The program’s mission is to deliver high-quality service and 
advocacy of women Veterans and their families. To learn more about the services and support available to you  
visit: https://www.dvs.nm.gov/ 

https://www.dvs.nm.gov/
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 Strive for 500: Preserving the Legacy of Women Veterans

Recognizing 20 Years of Women Veterans of New Mexico

The New Mexico Department of Veterans’ Services (NMDVS) congratulates the Wom-
en Veterans of New Mexico (WVNM) on its 20th anniversary, marked on September 26, 
2026. What began as a small group of women committed to supporting one another has 
grown into an organization dedicated to empowering, advocating for and building lasting 
connections among women Veterans across the state.

Over the past two decades, WVNM has provided women Veterans with opportunities 
for mentorship, community involvement and support. The organization helps members 
navigate the transition from military to civilian life, overcome personal and professional 
challenges and connect with fellow Veterans who understand their experiences.

Throughout its anniversary year, WVNM has emphasized strengthening sisterhood across New Mexico and 
encouraging women Veterans to stay involved through membership meetings, community activities and shared 
experiences. These efforts reflect the organization’s continued commitment to ensuring women Veterans have a 
place where their voices are heard and their contributions are valued.

NMDVS recognizes WVNM’s contributions to New Mexico’s Veteran community and commends its members 
and leadership for 20 years of dedication. Their efforts have helped create a lasting community of support while 
honoring the service and sacrifices of women Veterans.

To learn more about Women Veterans of New Mexico, its activities and membership opportunities, visit https://
womenveteransofnewmexico.org/ 

For more than 30 years, the Military Women’s Memorial has collected names, 
photographs, service records, and personal experiences of women who 
answered the call to serve. Today, the Memorial’s National Register preserves 
and shares the stories of more than 341,000 women. This one-of-a-kind 
permanent archive ensures “HERstory” remains an essential part of America’s 
story.

The NMDVS “Strive for 500” Campaign is making progress toward its goal of 
registering 500 women Veterans with the Military Women’s Memorial. More 
women Veterans are needed to help reach this milestone and ensure their 
military service receives the recognition it deserves. 
 
Registration is free and simple. Women who have served can share their 
stories through the Military Women’s National Digital Repository. Each story 
helps preserve the contributions of women in uniform while inspiring future 
generations of New Mexicans.

You don’t have to be a Veteran to help preserve this history. Family members and friends can create a Friend 
account and register a woman who served, whether she is a mother, grandmother, sister, aunt, daughter, friend, 
or another important woman in your life. Add her photograph and details about her military experience to give 
her story a permanent place in America’s history.

Whether she served generations ago or serves today, you can help preserve her contributions for future 
generations.

Your service matters. Your story inspires. Your legacy deserves to be remembered.

Visit https://womensmemorial.org/make-herstory/ to register and help preserve the history of women Veterans.

https://womenveteransofnewmexico.org/
https://womenveteransofnewmexico.org/
https://womensmemorial.org/make-herstory/


12

Offered through the New Mexico Veterans Business Outreach 
Center (VBOC), Boots to Business is a free, two-day foundational 
entrepreneurship course designed for transitioning service members, 
veterans, National Guard and Reserve members, and military spouses 
interested in starting or growing a small business.

Participants will gain essential knowledge on the core principles of business ownership, including how to 
evaluate the feasibility of a business idea and how to develop a strategic business plan—an indispensable tool 
for any new or expanding venture. The curriculum also covers key topics such as securing start-up or growth 
capital, accessing technical assistance, and exploring federal contracting opportunities.

Join us for one of our dynamic, full-day sessions, typically held from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Please note that on-
base access is required for classes held at military installations. 

Whether you’re just beginning your entrepreneurial journey or looking to expand your business, we’re here to 
help guide your next steps. For more information about the Boots to Business program or to register, please 
contact VBOC Advisor Christina Stover at christina.stover@dvs.nm.gov or call (505) 469-8501. 

Check the VBOC training calendar for upcoming classes and events: https://sba-vboc.ecenterdirect.com/
events?

	 City	 Dates	 Location
	 * Alamogordo, NM	 Nov. 12	 Boots to Business Training	 Holloman AFB M&FR Center
	 * Albuquerque, NM	 Dec. 3	 Boots to Business Training	 Kirtland AFB Support Center

	 * Participants will require base access

	 · Funded in part through a Cooperative Agreement with the U.S. Small Business Administration.

Take Your First Step Toward Entrepreneurship

mailto:mchristina.stover@dvs.nm.gov
https://sba-vboc.ecenterdirect.com/events?
https://sba-vboc.ecenterdirect.com/events?
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 Blue Star Memorial Marker Dedicated in Albuquerque 

Fisher House Celebrates Seven Years of Keeping Families Close
The New Mexico Department of Veterans’ Services (NMDVS) joined the Albuquerque 
Fisher House today for its seventh anniversary open house.

NMDVS Cabinet Secretary Jamison Herrera and Deputy Cabinet Secretary Eric James 
toured the facility and met with Fisher House Manager Carlos Valasquez and Christina 
White, Interim Medical Center Director for the VA New Mexico Health Care System.

The American Legion Riders, along with other community and Veteran organizations 
and volunteers, also attended the celebration to show their support for the Fisher 
House and its mission of serving military and Veteran families.

Located at the Raymond G. Murphy VA Medical Center in 
Albuquerque, the Fisher House provides a home away from home for eligible fam-
ilies of Veterans and service members receiving medical care. The facility offers 
comfortable accommodations at no cost, allowing families to remain close to their 
loved ones during treatment.

NMDVS proudly supports the Fisher House mission of keeping families together 
during challenging times. We congratulate the Albuquerque Fisher House on seven 
years of providing comfort, care and support to military and Veteran families.

Learn more: https://www.va.gov/new-mexico-health-care/programs/new-mexico-
va-fisher-house/

 

The Blue Star Memorial Program began during World War II as a tribute to the men 
and women serving in the United States Armed Forces. Inspired by the blue stars 
families displayed in their windows to signify a loved one’s military service, the 
program took root in 1944 when New Jersey garden clubs planted dogwood trees 
along a highway as a living memorial. The National Council of State Garden Clubs 
expanded the initiative nationwide in 1946, establishing a tradition that continues to 
honor generations of Veterans and military service members.

That tradition continued in Albuquerque on October 13, 2026, when the New Mexico 
Department of Veterans’ Services (NMDVS) joined New Mexico Garden Clubs, 
District I, Veterans, military families, and community members to dedicate a Blue 
Star Memorial Marker at the Veterans Integration Center (VIC). The marker honors all 
who have served, currently serve, or will serve in the U.S. Armed Forces.

New Mexico Garden Clubs President Johnese Turri, Council of 
Albuquerque Gardens President Connie Wenk, and VIC CEO Brock 
Wolff opened the ceremony with remarks. The Women Veteran Warriors 
Color Guard Team presented the colors, and Micah Bogue performed 
the National Anthem. District I Director Mary Noskin introduced honored 
guests, while Turri shared the history of the Blue Star Memorial Marker.

After District I members unveiled the marker, NMDVS Cabinet Secretary 
Jamison Herrera delivered remarks and a formal dedicated. NMDVS 
Deputy Cabinet Secretary Eric James, Albuquerque Mayor’s Liaison and 
Coordinator of Military & Veteran Affairs Tom Tozier, and High Desert 
Design Garden Club President Shirley Tetreault also attended. 

The Blue Star Memorial Marker will remain at VIC as a lasting symbol of gratitude for the courage, sacrifice, and 
commitment of those who serve our nation. NMDVS extends its appreciation to New Mexico Garden Clubs, 
District I, VIC, and the organizations and volunteers who helped make the dedication possible.

https://www.va.gov/new-mexico-health-care/programs/new-mexico-va-fisher-house/
https://www.va.gov/new-mexico-health-care/programs/new-mexico-va-fisher-house/
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Throughout October, the New Mexico Department of Veterans’ Services (NMDVS) joined Veterans organizations 
and community partners at Stand Downs, benefits fairs and resource events across the state. At each event, 
NMDVS staff assisted Veterans and their families with state and federal benefits, answered questions about 
available programs and provided information about additional resources and services.

From Church Rock and Farmington to Las Cruces, Albuquerque, Clovis and Española, these events brought 
together government agencies, nonprofit organizations, healthcare providers and volunteers to address the 
diverse needs of New Mexico’s Veterans.

The month’s outreach began October 2 at the Veterans Wellness Conference & Stand Down/Hand Up Project 
at Red Rock Park in Church Rock. The event offered housing and employment resources, wellness information, 
vaccinations, haircuts and other essential services.

On October 9, NMDVS participated in the San Juan County 
Stand Down in Farmington, where community organizations 
provided housing assistance, healthcare resources, 
employment services and other support.

On October 16, the department participated in two Stand 
Downs. In Las Cruces, the Veterans Helping Hands Stand 
Down at VFW Post 10124 brought together the New Mexico 
Veterans and Families Foundation and community partners 
offering housing assistance, disability benefits information, 
Social Security resources, haircuts and other services.

That same day, NMDVS joined Veterans Integration Centers (VIC) for the 
Albuquerque Veterans Stand Down at The Rock at Noonday. The Women Veteran 
Warriors Color Guard presented the colors, followed by remarks from VIC CEO 
Brock Wolff and NMDVS Cabinet Secretary Jamison Herrera. NMDVS staff 
assisted Veterans with benefits, while community partners provided housing 
resources, healthcare, counseling, meals, clothing and other support for 
Veterans experiencing homelessness or housing instability.

On October 23, NMDVS participated in the Veteran & Community Resource Event 
and Job Fair hosted by Goodwill Industries of New Mexico through its Homeless 
Veterans Reintegration Program. Held at the Goodwill Opportunity Center in 
Albuquerque, the event connected Veterans with employment opportunities, 
résumé assistance, local employers and community support services.

On October 24, NMDVS participated in two additional events. In Clovis, the American Legion Dean Lucas Post 
25 hosted its 4th Annual Veterans Benefits & Health Fair, offering information about VA healthcare, disability 
compensation, education benefits, employment assistance and New Mexico state benefits.

In Española, NMDVS joined the End All Suicide Coalition, Northern New Mexico College, the American Legion, 
Veterans of Foreign Wars and other community partners for the 2026 Veteran Stand Down at The Rock Christian 
Fellowship. NMDVS Deputy Cabinet Secretary Eric James spoke at the event, which offered housing assistance, 
healthcare resources, food, clothing, employment support and other services. NMDVS Healthcare Coordination 
and Suicide Prevention program staff also participated.

Although each event addressed different needs, all of them shared a common purpose: helping Veterans 
and their families access benefits, essential services and community support. NMDVS extends its sincere 
appreciation to the Veterans organizations, community partners, service providers and volunteers who made 
these events possible and continue working together to support Veterans and their families across New Mexico.

October Veteran Stand Downs and Events Across New Mexico
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October Veteran Stand Downs and Events Across New Mexico
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The New Mexico Legislature’s Military and Veterans’ Affairs Committee (MVAC) is a bipartisan committee 
that examines issues affecting military personnel, Veterans, and their families. Meeting between 
legislative sessions, the committee reviews programs and services, hears agency briefings, and develops 
recommendations to help guide future legislation and funding decisions.

The committee held its fifth meeting of the year on 
October 16 at Central New Mexico Community College in 
Albuquerque. Senator Harold Pope chairs the committee, 
with Representative Debra M. Sariñana serving as vice 
chair. Among the legislators attending in person were 
Representative Art De La Cruz and Senators Shannon D. 
Pinto, Rex Wilson, and Gabriel Ramos.

New Mexico Department of Veterans’ Services (NMDVS) 
Cabinet Secretary Jamison Herrera briefed lawmakers on the 
department’s priorities, including requests for permanent 
staffing and long-term funding to meet growing demand for 
Veterans services.

NMDVS is seeking additional permanent full-time positions to support cemetery operations, suicide 
prevention, benefits assistance, healthcare coordination, public affairs, and rural outreach. Expanded 
communications through social media, the department’s website, and The Guardian newsletter have 
increased awareness of available services, prompting more Veterans and their families to seek assistance 
and creating a greater need for permanent staff.

The department also seeks permanent funding for operations at the newly acquired Taos State Veterans 
Cemetery, and increased funding for Suicide Prevention Act staffing, the Veterans Medical Transportation 
Program, and continued support for the Veterans Outreach Vehicle beyond fiscal year 2029.

Additional funding will support the future Carlsbad State Veterans Cemetery staff requirements where 
NMDVS is finalizing contractor selection and expects construction to begin in early 2027. The cemetery will 
expand burial services for Veterans and their families in southeastern New Mexico.

NMDVS Women Veterans Program Manager Amberly Viner 
briefed committee members on creating a statewide women 
Veterans network connecting advocates, community 
organizations, and resources that support women who have 
served. Women Veterans often feel overlooked or disconnected 
from the broader Veteran community. Through increased 
outreach and stronger partnerships, NMDVS is encouraging 
more women Veterans to come forward, connect with one 
another, and access the benefits and services they have 
earned.

Secretary Herrera also highlighted the Tribal Liaison’s increased collaboration with New Mexico’s Pueblos, 
Nations and Tribes to connect tribal Veterans with benefits and resources. Other updates included the State 
Approving Agency’s work to expand access to approved education programs and the Veterans Business 
Outreach Center’s efforts to help Veterans and their families start and grow businesses in New Mexico.

Another milestone shared during the briefing was the Veterans Outreach Vehicle’s delivery of services in all 
33 New Mexico counties less than a year after its launch, bringing assistance directly to Veterans in rural and 
underserved communities.

The briefing moved the MVAC members to write a letter of support for NMDVS to the Legislative Finance 
Committee, emphasizing the importance of permanent staffing and sustainable resources to serve Veterans 
throughout New Mexico.

Military and Veterans’ Affairs Committee Meeting
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A century of life, a distinguished military history, and a family tradition of 
service brought loved ones together on October 17, 2026, as the New Mexico 
Department of Veterans’ Services (NMDVS) honored World War II Veteran Edward 
R. Martinez at his Albuquerque home.

NMDVS Cabinet Secretary Jamison Herrera presented the 100-year-old Veteran 
with a commemorative plaque recognizing his contributions to the nation. 
The gathering gave Martinez and his family a chance to reflect on a lifetime 
spanning World War II, decades of civilian service, and generations of military 
commitment.

Martinez’s story began in Las Vegas, New Mexico, where he was born on        
March 9, 1926. In February 1943, at just 17 years old, he persuaded his mother 
to allow him to enlist in the U.S. Army. He eventually joined the 20th Armored 
Division, serving as an ammunition handler in Europe during World War II.

One of his most memorable experiences came while serving in France.               
Far from their New Mexico roots, Martinez unexpectedly crossed paths with his 
oldest brother, Frank. Unaware that Edward had enlisted, Frank was surprised 
to discover his younger brother serving overseas. Their reunion became a 
remarkable chapter in the family’s military history. Frank later lost his life in 
combat during the Korean War.

Edward’s time in uniform continued beyond World War II. He reenlisted and 
served in Korea before concluding his Army career in 1948 as a Technician Fifth 
Grade.

Back in New Mexico, Martinez began another important chapter of his life. 
He married Antonia, and together they built a family during their 70 years 
of marriage. They raised two daughters, Theresa and Kathy, and their family 
eventually grew to include three grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.

His dedication extended into his civilian career, where he spent 39 years working for 
what would become Sandia National Laboratories. Even after retirement, Martinez 
maintained his connection to fellow Veterans through American Legion Post 13.         
His wartime contributions also earned international recognition in 2001 when the 
French government honored his role in helping liberate France.

The October 17 presentation also highlighted the family’s longstanding military ties. 
In addition to Edward and Frank, another older brother, Maclovio, served in the U.S. 
Army. That tradition continued through other family members, several of whom joined 
Martinez for the special recognition.

Secretary Herrera presented 
challenge coins to Martinez and three Army Veterans in 
his family: son-in-law Lester Boyd, grandson Ben Lucero, 
and Ben’s father, Prospero Lucero. The presentations 
acknowledged their individual service while highlighting the 
family’s shared commitment to the country.

NMDVS continues to honor these Veterans and share 
their experiences, ensuring future generations remember 
the individuals behind the history and the sacrifices they 
made.

Honoring WWII Veteran Edward R. Martinez 
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 Local Community Call Focuses on Veterans and Families
From education and business development to health 
care and state benefits, Veterans explored a wide 
range of resources during the New Mexico Department 
of Veterans’ Services (NMDVS) Community Veterans 
Outreach Meeting on Monday, October 19, at the New 
Mexico Veterans Memorial in Albuquerque.

The meeting highlighted the department’s programs and 
the role community organizations play in supporting 
Veterans and their families. NMDVS program directors 
discussed available assistance through State Benefits, 
Field Services, Healthcare Coordination, the State 
Approving Agency, the Women Veterans Program, Tribal 
Liaison services, and the Veterans Business Outreach 
Center.

NMDVS Cabinet Secretary Jamison Herrera provided updates on 
department initiatives and current issues affecting Veterans across 
New Mexico. He also answered questions from attendees and 
encouraged open discussion about community concerns and the 
services Veterans need.

Community organizations highlighted additional opportunities and 
support for Veterans. Dee Dee Chapman, State Commander of The 
American Legion Department of New Mexico, shared updates on 
the organization’s work and concerns affecting Veterans. Madeline 
Pennington of the University of New Mexico’s James & Gail Ellis 
School of Business Leadership discussed educational opportunities, 
while Patricia Forshaw of the Quilts of Valor Foundation highlighted 
the organization’s efforts to recognize and comfort Veterans through 
handcrafted quilts.

NMDVS benefits personnel and Veteran Service Officers also 
provided guidance on VA disability compensation claims, health 
care eligibility, property tax exemptions, lifetime state park passes, 
and other state and federal benefits.

NMDVS Community Veterans Outreach Meetings provide valuable 
opportunities to hear directly from Veterans, address concerns, 
and share information about available benefits and services. 
NMDVS thanks the Veterans, families, and community partners who 
participate in these meetings statewide. Their questions, feedback, 
and continued involvement help the department better understand 
community needs and improve services for New Mexico’s Veterans 
and their families.

Stay connected with NMDVS and learn about upcoming events and outreach opportunities in your community. 
Visit our Events page at: https://www.dvs.nm.gov/news-and-events/ to find information on Community 
Veterans Outreach Meetings, benefits events, and Mobile Outreach Vehicle visits throughout New Mexico. 
You can also follow us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/nmdvshealthcare2015/ and Instagram:                                      
https://www.instagram.com/newmexicoveterans/ for the latest news, event announcements, and updates on 
activities and opportunities offered by NMDVS and our community partners.

https://www.dvs.nm.gov/news-and-events/
https://www.facebook.com/nmdvshealthcare2015/
https://www.instagram.com/newmexicoveterans/
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The New Mexico Department of Veterans’ Services (NMDVS) connected Veterans and 
their families with information about earned benefits and available resources during 
the 48th Annual New Mexico Conference on Aging, held October 20–21 at the Glorieta 
Conference Center. The New Mexico Aging and Long-Term Services Department 
hosted the two-day event, bringing together older adults, caregivers, service providers, 
and community organizations to share resources and promote healthy aging and 
quality of life.

With the theme “Caring Across Generations,” the conference gave our staff an 
opportunity to connect with older Veterans and their families, raise awareness of 
earned benefits, and highlight programs designed to meet the needs of New Mexico’s 
Veteran community.

NMDVS Deputy Cabinet Secretary Eric James 
led a breakout session titled “Serving Veterans, Strengthening Families,” 
which featured presentations from agency program directors. The 
session highlighted services and initiatives available through NMDVS, 
including State Benefits, Field Services, Healthcare Coordination, 
the State Approving Agency, Women Veterans Program, Tribal Liaison 
services, and the Veterans Business Outreach Center. Attendees also 
had an opportunity to ask questions and learn how these programs assist 
Veterans and their families.

In addition to the breakout session, NMDVS benefits staff and Veteran 
Service Officers provided one-on-one assistance to Veterans and 
family members seeking information about earned benefits. Staff 
answered questions about VA claims, disability compensation, health 
care eligibility, property tax exemptions, lifetime state park passes, 
and other state and federal benefits.

The conference also featured educational sessions and activities 
focused on healthy aging, active living, and maintaining connections 
to community resources. These discussions reinforced the 
importance of ensuring older New Mexicans, including Veterans, have 
access to programs and services that support their changing needs.

Through its participation, NMDVS reinforced its commitment to helping Veterans and their families access 
earned benefits and valuable resources while recognizing the New Mexico Aging and Long-Term Services 
Department for bringing together agencies and community partners dedicated to serving older New Mexicans.

Supporting Veterans at New Mexico’s Aging Conference
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 Veterans Advisory Council Meets in Las Vegas 
The New Mexico Department of Veterans’ Services (NMDVS) brought 
together Veterans, families, and community members for the 
Governor’s Veterans Advisory Council (GVAC) quarterly meeting and 
Community Veterans Outreach event on October 29 at VFW Post 1547 
in Las Vegas, New Mexico. The event gave attendees an opportunity 
to discuss issues affecting Veterans statewide, connect with agency 
leadership, and receive assistance with available benefits and 
resources.

NMDVS thanks VFW Post 1547 Commander Gary Ludi and post 
members for hosting the event and providing a welcoming space for 
Veterans and their families to connect directly with agency leadership 
and staff.

NMDVS Cabinet Secretary Jamison Herrera opened the meeting, followed by GVAC briefings on current 
initiatives and priorities affecting Veterans across New Mexico. Council members in attendance included Chair 
Rudolpho Martinez, Chad Autry, Jason Gonzales, William Griego, and Kenny Lujan.

During the question-and-answer session, GVAC members, 
Secretary Herrera, and NMDVS leadership addressed 
concerns about Veteran transportation, behavioral health 
services, and engaging younger generations of Veterans. 
NMDVS leaders participating in the discussion included 
Field Services Director Rob Miller, Healthcare Coordination 
Director Devona Hollingsworth, Women Veterans Program 
Manager Amberly Viner, Director of State Benefits Edward 
Mendez, and New Mexico Veterans Business Outreach Center 
Program Director Johnny Martinez. State Representative Anita 
Gonzales also provided an update on mental health initiatives 
supporting Veterans and their families.

Alongside the council meeting, NMDVS Veterans Service Officers and benefits staff assisted Veterans 
and eligible family members with VA claims, health care eligibility, disability compensation, property tax 
exemptions, the New Mexico State Parks Lifetime Veteran Pass, and other state and federal benefits. Staff also 
shared information about services for women Veterans, health care coordination, and resources for Veteran-
owned businesses.

Combining the quarterly meeting with community outreach 
allowed Veterans to raise concerns directly with state leadership 
while receiving information and assistance with their individual 
needs.

NMDVS appreciates everyone who attended, asked questions, 
and shared their perspectives. Events like these strengthen 
connections between Veterans, their communities, and the 
agencies that serve them while helping ensure Veterans and their 
families can access the benefits and support they have earned.

To learn more about NMDVS programs, state and federal Veterans 
benefits, available services and resources, upcoming outreach 
events, and office locations, visit the NMDVS website at: https://
www.dvs.nm.gov/news-and-events/
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The New Mexico Department of Veterans’ Services (NMDVS) is proud to recognize Rocky Thompson, Interment 
Specialist at the Gallup State Veterans Cemetery, for his outstanding dedication and exceptional work. His role 
requires not only skill and attention to detail, but also deep respect for the men and women who have served our 
country. Rocky’s efforts extend far beyond daily responsibilities. His work helps preserve the dignity and honor of 
our Veterans while providing their families with a peaceful and respectful place to remember their loved ones.

NMDVS Benefits Division Director Edward Mendez commended Rocky’s contributions, sharing: “His 
commitment, professionalism, and consistent willingness to go above and beyond exemplify the true meaning 
of service. A self-starter, Rocky performs his duties each day with the utmost integrity, pride, and dedication. 
Although much of his work may go unnoticed by the public, its impact is both lasting and meaningful. Thank 
you, Rocky, for the pride you take in your work and for helping ensure that those who sacrificed so much for our 
freedom continue to receive the honor and respect they deserve.”

How long have you been with the agency?
I started with the agency in March 2021. Before joining NMDVS, I worked for 
Marathon Petroleum Co. as a Lead Refinery Operator. That experience gave me a 
strong foundation in safety, attention to detail, teamwork, and following established 
procedures. I’ve been able to bring those skills and that same sense of responsibility 
into my work here.

What do you enjoy most about your work with NMDVS? 
Knowing that my work serves a meaningful purpose. I take pride in helping maintain a 
dignified, peaceful, and beautiful place where Veterans are honored, and families can 
come to remember their loved ones. I believe there is something very rewarding about 
being able to give back to those who have sacrificed so much for our country.  I find 
satisfaction not just in the work itself, but in what the work represents.

What is your connection to the Veteran community? 
My connection to the veteran community is both personal and through the work I 
do here. My grandfather served in World War II, was a prisoner of war, and received 
a Purple Heart. Knowing about his service and the sacrifices he made gives me a 
personal appreciation for what Veterans and their families have endured. Working in a 
Veterans cemetery allows me to honor that legacy in my own way by helping maintain 
a respectful and peaceful place for those who served our country. 

Please tell us a little about yourself, your hobbies, and what you enjoy doing in your free time? 
I’m a hardworking, family-oriented person. I stay pretty busy between work, maintaining my rental properties, 
and raising my three teenage daughters, one of whom is in college. When I do get some free time, I enjoy getting 
away to my cabin at Bluewater Lake. It gives me a chance to slow down, relax, and enjoy some peace and quiet.

Three words to describe you?
Family-oriented, Dependable, Hardworking

NMDVS is hiring! View new job postings here: https://www.spo.state.nm.us/ 

https://www.spo.state.nm.us/
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The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) has lowered interest rates for its Native American Direct Loan 
(NADL) program, making homeownership more affordable for eligible Native American Veterans and their 
families.

Effective Oct. 1, 2026, VA reduced the NADL interest rate from 2.50% to 2.47%. Veterans who close their loans 
on or after that date will automatically receive the new rate for the life of their loan.

The NADL program helps eligible Native American Veterans, service members, surviving spouses, and qualifying 
families buy, build, renovate, or refinance homes on tribal lands. In addition to competitive interest rates, the 
program offers benefits such as no down payment, limited closing costs, and no monthly mortgage insurance.

Established by Congress in 1992, the program helps address challenges Native American Veterans face when 
obtaining mortgages on federal trust lands. VA has signed 121 agreements with tribal governments to expand 
access to these homeownership opportunities.

To qualify, a Veteran or their spouse must be a member of a federally recognized tribe that has an agreement 
with VA. Veterans interested in learning more about eligibility, loan benefits, and how to apply can read the full 
VA article here or visit the VA Native American Direct Loan program website here.

For additional assistance, contact a VA NADL coordinator at 888-349-7541.

 VA Promotes Lung Cancer Awareness
November is Lung Cancer Awareness Month, and the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is encouraging 
Veterans to take an active role in protecting their health through lung cancer awareness, prevention, and early 
detection.

Lung cancer is the deadliest cancer among Veterans, making regular health discussions and early screening 
especially important. When doctors detect lung cancer in its early stages, Veterans have a significantly greater 
chance of successful treatment and survival. Screening can help identify the disease before symptoms appear, 
allowing treatment to begin sooner.

Veterans between the ages of 50 and 80 who currently smoke or have smoked in the past should speak with 
their VA health care provider to determine whether lung cancer screening is appropriate. Even Veterans who 
quit smoking years ago may still face an increased risk and should discuss their screening options.

The best way to prevent lung cancer is to stop smoking. VA provides resources and support to help Veterans 
quit smoking, reduce their cancer risk, and improve their overall health. Quitting offers important health 
benefits, but it does not eliminate the need to consider screening.

During Lung Cancer Awareness Month, VA reminds Veterans that prevention and early detection can save lives. 
Veterans are encouraged to contact their VA health care team to learn more about lung cancer screening and 
available smoking cessation resources.

Learn more about screenings here: https://www.prevention.va.gov/preventing_diseases/screening_for_lung_
cancer.asp

 VA Lowers Native American Home Loan Rates

https://news.va.gov/150164/lower-interest-rates-native-american-home-loans/
https://www.va.gov/housing-assistance/home-loans/loan-types/native-american-direct-loan/
https://www.prevention.va.gov/preventing_diseases/screening_for_lung_cancer.asp
https://www.prevention.va.gov/preventing_diseases/screening_for_lung_cancer.asp
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Alto 300-201 – A Study for Adults with Depression with or without PTSD
Alto Neuroscience, VA New Mexico, & Project NAVIGATOR have joined 
forces using new technology in a Clinical Trial examining the 
effectiveness  of a unique investigational medication, ALTO-300.
Depression represents one of the greatest threats to our community from battlefield to home front. 
We are facing an inevitable truth: there is not one battle, but two. The first is defined by the ability to 
fight, survive, and accomplish the mission within the crucible of warfare and military service; the 
second, to survive the long-term physical and psychological injuries characteristic of these sacrifices 
and to thrive against the odds. The current study represents a new strategy in our fight on the second 
battlefield by exploring the effects of new medications and helping us learn the best match for what 
each individual’s brain needs to succeed in treatment.

Participants will be asked to: Take the medication and wear a FitBit for 15 weeks, attend 12 study visits 
over 16-22 weeks that include EEG, labs, genetic testing, psychological and cognitive testing. 
Participants will receive: Compensation for their time to complete the study + travel time. 

LOCATION
• 5 of the 12 Visits will be on-site at VA New Mexico, 

Albuquerque, NM, and 7 will be via Telehealth (from your 
home).

You may be eligible if you are:
• 18-70 years old
• Diagnosis of Depression and are taking an Antidepressant

OR
• Diagnosis of Depression with Mild/Moderate PTSD and are 

taking an Antidepressant
To hear more about this study, call or email a member of the 
study team:
Emily Kuehn  - Clinical Research Coordinator
Emily.Kuehn@va.gov
Cell: 505-755-1484

Dr. Madeleine Goodkind, PhD – Principal Investigator
Madeleine.Goodkind@va.gov
Phone: (505) 265-1711 x7741

Sponsor: www.AltoNeuroscience.com

VA Research Study: #|IRB-1729655 Date Approved: 10-02-2023 | Expiration Date: 04-07-2026

WE’RE USING NEUROSCIENCE AND 
PRECISION MEDICINE IN THE 

FIGHT 
Against Depression

 VA Offers New, Easier Sign-In Option
The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) has introduced CLEAR as a new, secure sign-in option for VA.gov, 
making it easier for Veterans to access health care, benefits, and online services. Veterans can create a free 
CLEAR account and use their smartphone camera to verify their identity when signing in.

The new option does not replace existing sign-in methods. Veterans who currently use ID.me or Login.gov can 
continue using their accounts without making any changes. CLEAR simply provides another convenient way to 
securely access VA.gov, giving Veterans more flexibility in how they manage their VA information and services.

Veterans can create a CLEAR account online using a smartphone with a front-facing camera, their Social 
Security number, and a government-issued ID. Once registered, Veterans can manage medical appointments, 
refill prescriptions, communicate with health care providers, apply for benefits, and track claims through VA.gov.

CLEAR meets the same security standards as ID.me and Login.gov. Creating an account is free, and choosing 
CLEAR does not affect VA benefits or health care. VA also emphasizes that Veterans’ health care records and 
other VA information are not shared with CLEAR.

For Veterans who have difficulty creating or accessing their accounts, CLEAR offers online support, frequently 
asked questions, and help with account issues. Veterans can also contact VA.gov technical support at 866-279-
3677, Monday through Friday, from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Eastern Time.

For more information about CLEAR and step-by-step instructions to create an account, click below to visit VA’s 
official guide. https://www.va.gov/resources/how-to-create-a-clear-account-for-va/

 VA New Mexico Study for Depression

https://www.va.gov/resources/how-to-create-a-clear-account-for-va/
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What is Your  
Spiritual Language  

for Healing? 
 

Session #1: Healing Through Art 
 

 

Who: Women Veterans!  
 
What: Join VA Chaplain Laura Kuster for the first session of a 
new series exploring the various “languages” for the healing of 
Soul Wounds (PTS, MST, Moral Injury and Trauma) 
 
When: Monday, November 9, 2026      10:00 am – 1:00 pm.  
 
Where: PI Conference Room, Room 4A-160, 4th floor 
                 Building 41 (main hospital) New Mexico VA Campus 
 
Refreshments to be provided.  
 
Please come to engage with art created specifically to address 
veteran soul wounds.  Please come to engage discussion about 
various spiritual languages for healing.    
 
Call VA Chaplain Services (505) 256-2735 to RSVP if able, 
although RSVP is not required for attendance. 
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The following pages feature events and informational flyers provided to the New Mexico Department of Veterans’ 
Services (NMDVS) by Veterans and community service agencies.  These flyers are published for the convenience 
of New Mexico’s Veteran community. Inclusion in The Guardian does not constitute endorsement by NMDVS of 
the organization, content, products, or services contained therein. 

NMDVS invites government agencies and nonprofit service organizations to submit flyers for publication in The 
Guardian to announce an upcoming or ongoing Veteran-related event. NMDVS will run these flyers as a public 
service courtesy to the Veteran community. 
 

Please note:

Flyers must be in a digital format of high quality and have the name of a point-of-contact from the organization, 
along with the contact’s phone number or email address. Flyers without this information will not be published.
 

NMDVS is not responsible for the accuracy of the content, products, or services in these flyers. 
 

Views expressed in these flyers are the independent views of the authors/owners of the third-party entity that 
created the flyer and do not necessarily reflect the views of NMDVS. 
 

To the maximum extent permitted by law, NMDVS expressly denies liability for any losses suffered by any 
persons or organizations who, in their independent discretion and reliance, either directly or indirectly rely on 
content, products, services, or information offered by these independent third-party organizations.
 

NMDVS reserves the right to edit or decline to publish any flyer. 

Please send your submissions to DVS.PIO@dvs.nm.gov
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THUR

FRI

SUN SAT

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28
HAPPY

THANKSGIVING!

 INSTRUCTORS:

GOODWILL INDUSTRIES OF NEW MEXICO ©

LOCATIONS MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Excel 100
1:00 pm-2:15 pm
Excel 200
2:30 pm - 3:45 pm 

Public Speaking Intro
9:30 am-10:45 am
Money Management
11:00 am - 12:00 pm 

Computer Basics
1:00 pm-2:00 pm
Excel PivotTables 
2:30 pm - 3:45 pm 

SAN MATEO

5000 SAN MATEO 
BLVD NE

LOMAS

6001 LOMAS 
BLVD NE

LOMAS

6001 LOMAS 
BLVD NE

Google Docs
1:00 pm-2:00 pm
Resiliency@
2:30 pm - 4:00 pm 

SAN MATEO

5000 SAN 
MATEO BLVD NE

SAN MATEO

5000 SAN MATEO 
BLVD NE

LOMAS

6001 LOMAS 
BLVD NE

BLUEWATER

270 98TH STR 
NW

Chromebook Basics
1:00 pm-2:00 pm
Cybersecurity
2:30 pm - 3:30 pm 

Computer Basics
1:00 pm-2:00 pm
Internet Basics
2:30 pm - 3:30 pm 

Money Management@
1:00 pm-2:00 pm
Resume 101
2:30 pm - 3:30 pm 

FREE CLASSES FOR THE COMMUNITY! NOVEMBER 2026

MIKAYLA MARTINEZ:  505.314.1875       mimartinez@goodwillnm.org  
KYLE PAUL:       505.881.6401 X1903       kpaul@goodwillnm.org

Typing 101
9:30 am-10:30 am
Thinking Critically
11:00 am - 12:00 pm 

Excel 300
1:00 pm-2:15 pm
Excel PivotTables
2:30 pm - 3:45 pm 

Android Basics
9:30 am-10:30 am
iPhone Basics
11:00 am - 12:00 pm 

SAN MATEO

5000 SAN MATEO 
BLVD NE

LOMAS

6001 LOMAS 
BLVD NE

Internet Basics
1:00 pm-2:00 pm
Excel 300
2:30 pm - 3:45 pm 

Google Sheets
1:00 pm-2:00 pm
Resiliency 
Workshop@
2:30 pm - 4:00 pm 

Typing 101
9:30 am-10:30 am
Excel 100
11:00 am - 12:15 pm 

Microsoft Explorer
9:30 am-10:30 am
Excel 200
11:00 am - 12:00 pm 

Microsoft Word
9:30 am-10:30 am
Microsoft PowerPoint
11:00 am - 12:00 pm 

Resume 101
9:30 am-10:30 am
First Impressions@
11:00 am - 12:00 pm 

Google Slides
9:30 am-10:30 am
Interview Skills@
11:00 am - 12:00 pm 

Discovering Data
9:30 am-10:30 am
Public Speaking Intro 
11:00 am - 12:00 pm 

Excel 100
1:00 pm-2:00 pm
Microsoft Explorer 
2:30 pm - 3:45 pm 

Microsoft Outlook
1:00 pm-2:00 pm
Time Management
2:30 pm - 3:45 pm 

App Development@
9:30 am-10:30 am
Game Development@
11:00 am - 12:00 pm 

Google Gmail
9:30 am-10:30 am
Google Drive
11:00 am - 12:00 pm 

Intro to Google
9:30 am-10:30 am
Cybersecurity
11:00 am - 12:00 pm 

Excel 100
1:00 pm-2:15 pm
Computer Basics
2:30 pm - 3:30 pm 

Intro to Coding@
9:30 am-10:30 am
Coding Workshop@
11:00 am - 12:00 pm 
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DigitalSkills

TYPING 101: Learn where to place your fingers on a 
keyboard, what each key does & basic mouse use.
COMPUTER BASICS: Learn basic parts of computer: 
buttons, ports, hardware, software, Operatng System,etc.
INTERNET BASICS: Learn about the internet, search 
engines, browsers, online safety & using email. 
CYBERSECURITY: Learn to identify cyber threats, 
phishing, scams & protect your digital assets.

EXCEL 100: Intro to review spreadsheet features & 
application layout. Build your first basic spreadsheet.
EXCEL 200: Learn basic formulas (+,- ,X, /) how to use 
auto fill, and how to sort and filter data on spreadsheet.
EXCEL 300: Learn to create dropdowns, charts, tables 
and  how to freeze panes, add backgrounds & more.
EXCEL PIVOTTABLES: How to create PivotTable & insert a 
slicer.Includes VLOOKUP and SUMIF functions.

CHROMEBOOK BASICS: Learn to use your chromebook 
with confidence. Chrome OS: simple, fast, easy to use
INTRO TO GOOGLE: Overview of online tools within 
Google Workspace-collaborate,create, communicate in 
one place 
GOOGLE DRIVE: Learn the basics of this cloud-based 
integrated storage &file sharing service
GOOGLE  DOCS: Learn the basics of web-based word 
processing. Create and edit docs online.
GOOGLE SLIDES: Learn the basics of a cloud-based  
presentation software. Create & share slideshows.
GOOGLE SHEETS: Learn the basics of a cloud-based data 
driven document. Create, edit & share spreadsheets.
GOOGLE GMAIL: Basics of Google email service: Learn to 
create & send messages,organize & search inbox

ANDROID BASICS: Learn  the basics about using your 
android phone. The home screen, settings, apps etc.
IPHONE BASICS: Learn  the basics about using your  
iPhone. The home screen, settings, apps etc.

DigitalSkills

MICROSOFT WORD: Format, save and spellcheck 
documents. Insert images/shapes. Design layout'
MICROSOFT POWERPOINT: Learn to design, animate 
slides and play/save presentations..
MICROSOFT EXPLORER: Learn how to download, save, 
organize, find files and navigate Windows OS.
MICROSOFT OUTLOOK: Learn to navigate Outlook 
interface, to compose/sort email & use calendar.

INTRO TO CODING@ Programming overview of  
JavaScript, Python & web development.
CODING WORKSHOP@ Fun coding games to build 
coding skills in JavaScript & Python.
APP DEVELOPMENT@ Intro to app coding, a look at IOS & 
Android with interactive learning exercises.
GAME DEVELOPMENT@Intro to creating video games and 
using game engines thru interactive exercises.

VIRTUAL OPTION CLASSES: 
You can choose to attend some of our FREE classes 
online from home (look for the @ after the class 
name)…or come and attend in-person.

EmploymentSkills

RESUME 101 Learn best practices for resume writing, 
with hands on creation, proofing and editing support .
FIRST IMPRESSIONS Using time management, words, 
appearance & body language to make good impression.
COMMUNICATION SKILLS@ Learn practical people skills  
and communication styles
INTERVIEW SKILLS @ Build interview confidence by 
learning question strategie,practice mock interviews.
SOFT SKILLS@ Learn the people skills that support 
success at work and in everyday life

OFFICE HOURS: One on one support from an instructor 
for anything you need help with on the computer

EmploymentSkills

Career Growth Employment Skills Series:
DISCOVER@Explore career interests: identify strengths & 
skills ...find jobs that match your personal qualities.
APPLY@Create/improve resume and learn how to apply 
to jobs online and increase your chances of call-backs.
INTERVIEW @Best practices in interviews, professional 
communication and the three modes of persuasion.
SUCCEED@ Building relationships, good attitude and the 
knowledge & behavior skills for success at work.

PUBLIC SPEAKING INTRO: Know,manage & influence the 
audience.Basics followed by practice.
PUBLIC SPEAKING PRESENTATION: Plan and deliver a 
short PowerPoint presentation.

LifeSkills
MONEY MANAGEMENT@ Financial literacy class on 
paychecks, budgets, expenses & credit 
THINKING CRITICALLY@ Become better thinkers. Build 
analytical skills, learn to determine the validity  of info. 
TIME MANAGEMENT: Time management strategies to 
improve work efficiency. Create SMART goals for 
success.

RESILIENCY@ An in-depth look at how to withstand & 
recover from the difficulties of life.
RESILIENCY WORKSHOP@Discover tools to help you 
develop a plan to strengthen your resiliency skills

Wellness Skills
STRESS MANAGEMENT @ A detailed look at the cause of 
stress & some strategies to manage daily stressors.
STRESS MANAGEMENT WORKSHOP@ Discover some 
meditative practces & other options to relieve stress 

TO REGISTER FOR  
FREE CLASSES: 
SCAN QR CODE ...

OR... GO ONLINE TO
goodwillnm.org/events

OR.. CALL OR EMAIL
MIKAYLA MARTINEZ:  505.314.1875       

mimartinez@goodwillnm.org   
KYLE PAUL:  505.881.6401 X1903     

kpaul@goodwillnm.org

COMMUNITY
CAREER FAIR

11/12/26 
1-3 pm

Meet company hiring 
managers.. job leads! 

5000 SAN MATEO

GOODWILL HAS A FREE APP! 
LEARN DIGITAL SKILLS        

FIND LOCAL RESOURCES & EVENTS
DOWNLOAD NOW!

GOOD FOR LEARNING NEW SKILLS!

YOU DONATE ITEMS TO 
GOODWILL

DONATIONS SOLD IN 
GOODWILL STORES

REVENUE FUNDS OUR 
FREE PROGRAMS & 

SERVICES

NEW MEXICANS FIND 
JOBS! LEARN. 

GROW. 
SUCCEED. 
INSPIRE.

LEARN. 
GROW. 

SUCCEED. 
INSPIRE.
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New Mexico Veterans Art offers Workshops 
In conjunction with its November exhibition- 
“In Cahoots: Veterans & Family Create-” NMVA is offering 
three workshops at the gallery location: Pleased to Present, 
510 Central Avenue SW, Albuquerque.  Workshops are limited 
to 20 participants.

Protest Art: Wednesday, November 4th, 1:00  - 4:00 PM.  Instructor: Barbara Endicott.   
To enroll, contact her at: barbara.endicott444@gmail.com and mail a $10 materials fee to: Barbara 
Endicott, 755 La Vega Drive SW, Albuquerque, NM 87105-3938. Fees are non refundable.

Haiku Poetry :Friday, November 13th, 1:00 - 4:00 PM.  Instructor: Scott Wiggerman.  To 
enroll in Scott’s workshop, contact him at: swiggerman@comcast.net  There is no charge for the 
workshop.  After a presentation of ekphrastic haiku, participants will visit the “In Cahoots” 
exhibition and choose works of art about which to write. They will then write a haiku poem and post 
it next to the artwork for the duration of the exhibition.

Collage:Wednesday, November 18th, 1:00 - 4:00 PM.  Instructor: Cecil Touchon.  
Contact Cecil at: touchon@gmail.com or 817/944-4000.  Enroll in Cecil’s workshop by submitting a 
materials fee of $25 through PayPal or Zelle.  Fees are non refundable. 

Barbara Endicott: “Water Protectors”
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EST. 2019 

EIGHTH ANNUAL 

NEW MEXICO NATIONAL GUARD 

INDUCTION CEREMONY
                              NNOOVVEEMMBBEERR  77,,  22002266 

CHIEF WARRANT 
OFFICER 5 

SAL SOTO 

804TH TANK DESTROYER 
BATTALION 

---*---
WORLD WAR II 

BRIG. GEN. 

JACK FOX 

New Mexico Military Museum Social Hour: 5:00pm - 6:30pm 
1050 Old Pecos Trail, Santa Fe, New Mexico Ceremony: 6:30pm - 7:30 pm 

Tickets available online at 
nmnghoh.org ... 

... 
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Military & Veterans Appreciation Week Kickoff
Inaugural Ceremony at Aggie Memorial Tower at 10 a.m. with Retired U.S. Army Brigadier 
General Eric L. Sanchez and Garrison Commander of White Sands Missile Range Colonel Michael 
A. Lueckeman as speakers. The U.S. Army Cadet Command (ROTC) Special Recognition and 
Contracting Ceremony to follow.

Military & Veterans
Appreciation Week

This year marks NMSU’s 11th Annual Military and Veterans Appreciation Week, 
which focuses on enhancing and supporting NMSU’s military and veteran-friendly 
community. Students, faculty, and staff who have served, past and present, are 

extremely valuable to us, and we thank them deeply for their sacrifice and service.

ROTC/Armed Forces Recruiters Day 
Information tables from NMSU ROTC Programs, SVO, and the New Mexico National Guard from 11 
a.m. - 2 p.m. on the northeast side of Corbett Center.

NMSU Faculty & Staff Military and Veterans Banquet  
Doors open at 6:00 p.m. in the NMSU Fulton Center, 3rd floor, Villanueva Victory Club. Featured 
Speaker Cabinet Secretary for the New Mexico Department of Veterans’ Services, Retired 
Brigadier General Jamison Herrera. Dinner will be served from 6:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. By invitation 
only. Please contact gbamford@nmsu.edu or 575-646-2689 for more information.

MONDAY
NOV 9

Las Cruces Veterans Day Parade
Downtown Las Cruces at 11 a.m. Army        and Air Force        ROTC will be marching in the 
parade. Visit the Las Cruces Veterans Day Parade website at www.lascrucesvetday.org

Veterans Day Picnic 
Join us from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Garcia Center Courtyard (eastside grassy area) for a free food 
event provided by Jim Bobs BBQ          Come enjoy a delicious meal, connect with fellow 
community members, and learn more about resources available to local veterans. Information 
tables from several local veteran service organizations will be available, including the Las Cruces 
Vet Center mobile van                  Everyone is welcome—stop by, grab a plate, meet local organizations, 
and take advantage of this opportunity to connect with valuable veteran resources!

Veterans Day Celebration Hosted By SVO  
A day to celebrate our Veterans with refreshments, cotton candy, snow cones, and popcorn from 
11 a.m. - 2 p.m. on the northeast side of Corbett Center. Fun games and much more!

NMSU Tribute to Our Vietnam War Veterans
New Mexico State University Military and Veterans Programs proudly honors and pays tribute to our 
Vietnam War Veterans. We recognize their courage, dedication, and sacrifice, and we extend our 
deepest gratitude for their service to our nation.

Military and Veterans Programs       Open House
Stop by from 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. and learn about MVP, its staff, and what MVP is all about. 
Join us for some light refreshments, delicious pizza, and freshly popped popcorn 

TUESDAY
NOV 10

WEDNESDAY
NOV 11

VETERANS DAY

THURSDAY
NOV 12

FRIDAY
NOV 13

SATURDAY
NOV 7

“Our debt to the heroic men and valiant women in the service of our country can never be 
repaid.” — Harry S. Truman

    
    

    
    

    
DRAFT 

   D
RAFT 

   D
RAFT
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WEDNESDAY
NOVEMBER 11, 2026

START TIME
10:30 AM

LOCATION
NM Veterans Memorial Park
1100 Louisiana Blvd SE
Albuquerque, NM 87108

FREE EVENT
Open to the public

military &
veterans
affairs
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City of Albuquerque

For more information or to participate:
ttozier@cabq.gov
(505) 553-5865

Wednesday, November 11th, 2026

9:00 AM - Start @ USS Bullhead Memorial Park
1606 San Pedro Dr SE, Albuquerque, NM 87108

10:00 AM - Finish @ NM Veterans Memorial Park
1100 Louisiana Blvd SE, Albuquerque, NM 87108

VETERANS DAY
PARADE

Finish @
NM Veterans
Memorial Park

START @
USS Bullhead
Memorial Park
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VETERANS DAY
NOVEMBER 11, 2026
H O N O R I N G  T H O S E  W H O  S E R V E DH O N O R I N G  T H O S E  W H O  S E R V E DH O N O R I N G  T H O S E  W H O  S E R V E DH O N O R I N G  T H O S E  W H O  S E R V E D

Join Join City of Rio Communities City of Rio Communities 

Dedication of 

NEW Veterans Memorial

 and Ceremony At 10 AM

Coffee & Donuts

Immediately

 Following 

Rio Communities City Hall

360 Rio Communities Blvd.
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Nov 11 , 2026: th

10:30am-12:30pm
Nov 11 , 2026: th

10:30am-12:30pm

Navigating the
Holidays Workshop

The holidays can bring added
stress, expectations, relationship
tension, and difficult emotions.
This one-time two-hour
workshop will explore practical
coping strategies for navigating
the holiday season, including
managing stress, setting limits,
and caring for yourself during a
potentially challenging time of
year.

Location:

Open to All Veterans

Date and Time

To register please email us at
enrollment@pawsandstripes.org or give
us a call at 505-705-3609. *Sponsored by the SSG Fox SPGP

Paws and Stripes
617 Truman Street NE
Albuquerque, NM 87110

Paws and Stripes
617 Truman Street NE
Albuquerque, NM 87110

Who Is Eligible:

Facilitated by: Maria Birrell,
LCSW and Samantha Stokes,
LMSW

Facilitated by: Maria Birrell,
LCSW and Samantha Stokes,
LMSW
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JANUARY 22 · FRIDAY
BANQUET DINNER

Complimentary

JANUARY 21 · THURSDAY
BRANCH VS. BRANCH SKI RACE

Defending Champs — Navy   ·   Free event 

Free activities throughout the week, including:

For all active duty military, veterans, immediate
family & Gold Star Families with appropriate ID. 

A WEEK OF DEEPLY DISCOUNTED FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY
Lodging    ·    Lift Tickets    ·    Lessons    ·    Rentals

J A N U A R Y  1 9 - 2 4 ,  2 0 2 7

MILITARY & VETERANS
APPRECIATION WEEK

Save the Date for:
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NMDVS FIELD OFFICES IN NEW MEXICO
NMDVS has field offices throughout the state that are staffed with nationally 
accredited veterans service officers VSOs) dedicated to helping Veterans with filing 
VA claims, applying for state Veterans benefits, or with anything else a Veteran or 
their family needs.
Office hours are Monday-Friday from 8am-5pm, (excluding holidays). Though this 
service is free, appointments are required and can be made by contacting the 
VSOs below. Please note: VSOs can also provide help by phone or email for any 
Veteran or eligible dependent anywhere in New Mexico.

Alamogordo/Southeast NM
David Henley
411 10th Street #107
575-937-5620
david.henley@dvs.nm.gov

Alamogordo/Southeast NM
Matthew Quinn
411 10th Street #107
(575) 546-8367
matthew.quinn@dvs.nm.gov

Albuquerque Metro Area
May Chavez (ABQ Metro Supervisor)
Pinetree Corporate Center/Bldg. 2  
4801 Indian School Rd. NE/2nd Floor
(505) 527-2302
helen.chavez@dvs.nm.gov

Albuquerque Metro Area
Phillip Hernandez (Cen. Region II Supv.)
Good Will Office
5000 San Mateo Blvd. NE
(505) 537-9339
phillip.hernandez@dvs.nm.gov

Albuquerque Metro Area
La Sondra Menchego
Pinetree Corporate Center/Bldg. 2  
4801 Indian School Rd. NE/2nd Floor
(505) 525-3331
lasondra.menchego@dvs.nm.gov

Albuquerque Metro Area
Calvin James
Pinetree Corporate Center/Bldg. 2  
4801 Indian School Rd. NE/2nd Floor
(505) 618-0499
calvin.james@dvs.nm.gov

Albuquerque Metro Area
Adam Calderon
Pinetree Corporate Center/Bldg. 2  
4801 Indian School Rd. NE/2nd Floor
(505) 274-0393
adam.calderon@dvs.nm.gov

Albuquerque Metro Area
Joann Valdez
Pinetree Corporate Center/Bldg. 2  
4801 Indian School Rd. NE/2nd Floor
(505) 584-2153
joann.valdez@dvs.nm.gov

Albuquerque (VARO)
Eric Ballheimer
Dennis Chavez Federal Bldg.
500 Gold Ave. SW/3rd Floor
(505) 479-0672
eric.ballheimer@dvs.nm.gov

Albuquerque (VA Hospital)
James Brandon
Raymond G. Murphy VA Medical Ctr. 
1501 San Pedro Dr. SE
(505) 623-1729
james.brandon@dvs.nm.gov

Albuquerque/Mobile Unit
Joel Hebert
Pinetree Corporate Center/Bldg. 2  
4801 Indian School Rd. NE/2nd Floor
(505) 470-7503
joel.hebert@dvs.nm.gov

Albuquerque/Mobile Unit
Jason Liddel
Pinetree Corporate Center/Bldg. 2  
4801 Indian School Rd. NE/2nd Floor
(505) 490-7532
Jason.liddell@dvs.nm.gov

Belen/ABQ Metro & Central NM
VSO Staff/Call for Appointment 
Belen Business Center
719 South Main St.
(505) 219-5564
rob.miller@dvs.nm.gov

Clovis/Southeast NM
Matt Barela (SE Supervisor)
904 W. Sixth St.
(575) 825-9602
matthew.barela@dvs.nm.gov

Clovis/Southeast NM
Ben Padilla
904 W. Sixth St.
(505) 537-1445
ben.padilla@dvs.nm.gov

mailto:?subject=
mailto:matthew.quinn%40dvs.nm.gov?subject=
mailto:helen.chavez%40dvs.nm.gov?subject=
mailto:phillip.hernandez%40dvs.nm.gov?subject=
mailto:lasondra.menchego@dvs.nm.gov
mailto:calvin.james@dvs.nm.gov
mailto:adam.calderon@dvs.nm.gov
mailto:joann.valdez@dvs.nm.gov
mailto:eric.ballheimer@dvs.nm.gov
mailto:james.brandon@dvs.nm.gov
mailto:joel.hebert@dvs.nm.gov
mailto:Jason.liddell@dvs.nm.gov
mailto:rob.miller%40dvs.nm.gov?subject=
mailto:matthew.barela@dvs.nm.gov
mailto:ben.padilla@dvs.nm.gov
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Farmington/Northwest NM
Ambrose Oliver
1800 East 30th St.
(505) 916-4835
ambrose.oliver@dvs.nm.gov

Farmington/Northwest NM
Jenny Iser
1800 East 30th St.
(505) 327-2861
jenny.iser@dvs.nm.gov

Gallup/Northwest NM
John Livingston (NW Supervisor)
908 E. Buena Vista Ave/Room 1A
505-389-8731
john.livingston@dvs.nm.gov

Grants/Northwest NM
VSO Staff/Call for Appointment
551 Washington Ave.
(505) 389-8731
Staffed Wednesday 10 am-3 pm

Hobbs/Southeast NM
Kyle Hernandez
2120 North Alto St.
(575) 241-0714
kyle.hernandez@dvs.nm.gov

Las Cruces/Southwest NM
Miguel Martinez (SW Supervisor)
1125 N. Solano Drive, Suite 1125
(575) 644-6869
miguel.martinez@dvs.nm.gov

Las Cruces/Southwest NM
Vincent Tellez
1125 N. Solano Drive, Suite 1125
(505) 361-5298
vincent.tellez@dvs.nm.gov

Las Cruces/Southwest NM
Clint Anderson
1125 N. Solano Drive, Suite 1125
(505) 216-8782
clint.anderson@dvs.nm.gov

Las Vegas/Northeast NM
Arturo Marlow (NE Supervisor)
917 Douglas Ave.
(505) 331-8838
arturo.marlow@dvs.nm.gov

Las Vegas/Northeast NM
Melissa Herrera
917 Douglas Ave.
(575) 520-5079
melissa.herrera@dvs.nm.gov

Las Vegas/Northeast NM
Wayne Minkler
917 Douglas Ave.
(575) 781-0614
wayne.minkler@dvs.nm.gov

Rio Rancho/Northeast NM
Dustin Newsom
Sandoval County Admin. Bldg.          
1500 Idalia Rd./Bldg. D/Room 2041
(505) 221-7190
dustin.newsom@dvs.nm.gov

Roswell/Southeast NM
Ben Mendoza
1600 SE Main Street/Suite A
(575) 988-5900
benjamin.mendoza@dvs.nm.gov

Roswell/Southeast NM
Danielle Andrade
1600 SE Main Street/Suite A
(575) 416-2284
danielle.andrade@dvs.nm.gov

Santa Fe/Northeast NM
Veronica Griego
Bataan Memorial Bldg. 
407 Galisteo St./1st Floor, Room 134
(505) 218-3125
veronica.griego@dvs.nm.gov

Silver City/Southwest NM
Clarissa Sierra
Western New Mexico University       
1000 West College Ave.
Juan Chacon Bldg./Room 138A
(575) 313-5627
clarissa.sierra@dvs.nm.gov

Taos/Northeast NM
Leticia “Lety” Cano
Health and Human Services Bldg.
145 Roy Rd.
(505)-709-5263
leticia.cano@dvs.nm.gov

State Veterans Home/T or C NM
VSO Staff/Every Wednesday
922 South Broadway St.
Truth or Consequences, NM

Woman Veterans Program
Amberly Viner (Program Manager)
Pinetree Corporate Center/Bldg. 2  
4801 Indian School Rd. NE/2nd floor
(505) 372-9106
amberly.viner@dvs.nm.gov

Tribal Liaison
Beverly Charley
San Juan College Veterans Center  
4601 College Blvd./Room 1715-B
(575) 241-3322
beverly.charley@dvs.nm.gov

mailto:ambrose.oliver%40dvs.nm.gov?subject=
mailto:jenny.iser%40dvs.nm.gov?subject=
mailto:john.livingston%40dvs.nm.gov?subject=
mailto:Kyle.Hernandez%40dvs.nm.gov?subject=
mailto:miguel.martinez@dvs.nm.gov
mailto:vincent.tellez@dvs.nm.gov
mailto:clint.anderson@dvs.nm.gov
mailto:arturo.marlow@dvs.nm.gov
mailto:melissa.herrera@dvs.nm.gov
mailto:wayne.minkler@dvs.nm.gov
mailto:dustin.newsom@dvs.nm.gov
mailto:benjamin.mendoza@dvs.nm.gov
mailto:danielle.andrade@dvs.nm.gov
mailto:phillip.hernandez@dvs.nm.gov
mailto:clarissa.sierra@dvs.nm.gov
mailto:leticia.cano@dvs.nm.gov
mailto:amberly.viner@dvs.nm.gov
mailto:beverly.charley@dvs.nm.gov

