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From Questa to Angel Fire, Albuquerque, Ojo Encino, and communities across New Mexico, Veterans, families, 
and community members gathered over Memorial Day weekend to honor the men and women who made the 
ultimate sacrifice in service to the nation. There were ceremonies, flag displays, memorial rides, and moments 
of reflection that reinforced the true meaning of Memorial Day. 
 
In Questa, the New Mexico Department of Veterans' Services (NMDVS) joined community members, Veterans, 
and families at the 22nd Annual Veterans Healing Field, where a pasture owned by the Rael family was trans-
formed into a sea of red, white, and blue as 1,000 American flags were displayed in tribute to fallen service 
members, Veterans, active-duty military personnel, and hometown heroes. Visitors walked among the rows of 
flags, each representing an individual story of service and sacrifice.  
 
At the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Angel Fire, NMDVS joined Veterans, Gold Star families, active-duty service 
members, and visitors from across the country for the annual Memorial Day observance. For more than 50 
years, the memorial has served as a place of healing and remembrance, drawing generations of Americans to 
honor the nation's fallen heroes. 
 
The ceremony featured the annual Flag March to the memorial, military displays, music, and tributes  
recognizing those who gave their lives in service to the United States. Speakers included NMDVS Cabinet  
Secretary Jamison Herrera and keynote speaker Capt. William "Bill" A. Robinson, U.S. Air Force (Ret.), the  
longest-held enlisted Prisoner of War in American history. Robinson reflected on sacrifice, service, and the  
lasting impact of war on military families and fellow Veterans. 
 
"Today is about those who gave everything. Those who did not return to their families, to their homes, or to the 
futures they deserved," Herrera said. "Here in Angel Fire, among these hills, we say their names not with words 
alone, but with our presence, our silence, and our commitment to honoring their legacy." 
 
At the Ojo Encino Chapter House, members of the Ojo Encino Veterans Organization hosted a Memorial Day  
observance featuring a flag ceremony, recognition of deceased community Veterans, and a memorial  
motorcycle ride. NMDVS Tribal Liaison Beverly Charley attended the event, joining Veterans, families, and  
community members in honoring those who served and sacrificed. The gathering highlighted the deep tradition 
of military service within tribal communities and the importance of preserving the memory of those who gave 
their lives in defense of the nation. 
 
In Albuquerque, hundreds gathered at the New Mexico Veterans Memorial for the city's annual Memorial Day 
ceremony. This year's event also marked the 30th anniversary of the memorial park, adding to a day dedicated to 
remembrance. The ceremony included military honors, a parade of flags, wreath presentations, musical trib-
utes, and recognition of Gold Star and Blue Star families. NMDVS Deputy Secretary Eric James joined attendees 
in honoring New Mexico's fallen heroes. 
 
Though each community observed Memorial Day in its own way, the message remained the same across New 
Mexico: honoring those who made the ultimate sacrifice and preserving their legacy for future generations. 

New Mexico Honors the Fallen on Memorial Day 
•Website: www.dvs.nm.gov •Facebook: NMDVSHealthcare2015  •Instagram: newmexicoveterans 

https://www.dvs.nm.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/nmdvshealthcare2015
https://www.instagram.com/newmexicoveterans/
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 Statewide Calendar Highlights of America 250 Celebrations  
 
The NM Spirit calendar features a wide variety of America 
250 events taking place across New Mexico. In addition to 
Independence Day celebrations, visitors can find heritage 
festivals, museum exhibits, educational programs, Route 
66 Centennial events, cultural activities, and local history 
programs scheduled throughout the year. 
 
Among the many events highlighted are Independence 

Day celebrations in Albuquerque, Santa Fe, Rio Rancho, Portales, and other communities across the state.  
Residents can find information on parades, concerts, family festivals, patriotic ceremonies, firework displays, 
and community gatherings honoring both America's 250th anniversary and New Mexico's unique heritage. 
 
Among the events featured on the NM Spirit calendar are: 
• Albuquerque—Freedom 4th in Albuquerque, one of the state's largest Independence Day celebrations, fea-

turing live entertainment, food vendors, family activities, and a fireworks finale at Balloon Fiesta Park. 
 
• Santa Fe Independence Day Celebration —The City of Santa Fe will host the municipal fireworks and 

drone show at Franklin E. Miles Park, 1027 Camino Carlos Rey, Santa Fe, NM 87505 to commemorate the 
250th anniversary of the United States on Saturday, July 4, 2026. The show will consist of 400 drones.  

 
• Rio Rancho —The City of Rio Rancho will present a 4th of July Celebration featuring a parade, performance 

by NM Philharmonic, food trucks, and fireworks. The event takes place on Saturday, July 4 from 5:30 p.m. to 
9:30 p.m. at Campus Park, 2516 King Blvd, Rio Rancho, NM 87144. 

 
• Portales—America 250 Freedom and Heritage Days in Portales, featuring local vendors, a car and motorcy-

cle show, entertainment, and activities celebrating both Independence Day and the nation's 250th anniver-
sary. City Park, E. 9th Street, Portales, NM 88130.  

 
• Grants—Centennial Route 66 Fourth of July Festival honors Grants’ proud legacy along the “Mother Road” 

while welcoming visitors to experience the culture, history, and hospitality of western New Mexico. Events 
will be held throughout the city to celebrate. 

 
• Museum Exhibits— Cultural programs exploring New Mexico's role in the American story, hosted by muse-

ums and cultural institutions throughout the anniversary year. 
 
These featured celebrations are just a glimpse of the many activities planned throughout New Mexico as part of 
the America 250 commemoration. The NM Spirit calendar is updated regularly with new events, and organiza-
tions are encouraged to submit their own programs to help tell New Mexico's story. To discover upcoming cele-
brations or add a community event, visit the NM Spirit Events Calendar at: 
https://www.newmexicospirit.nm.gov/events-calendar/  
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Upcoming NMDVS Veterans’ Benefits Outreach Visits  
 

NMDVS is scheduled to make the following outreach visits at the locations listed below.  
Veterans and/or their eligible dependents are encouraged to stop by to file for or inquire about VA  disability  
ratings, VA medical or mental health care, retiree pensions, military burials, and other VA benefits. 
 
Staff can also help with applying for state Veterans’ benefits such as discounted fishing and hunting licenses,  
Veterans’ license plates, property tax exemptions, state park passes, and many more state Veterans’ benefits.  
 
Please bring a copy of your DD-214, NA 13038, NOAA 56-16, PHS 1867, Certificate of Release or Discharge from  
Active Duty, which are necessary for filing all Veterans’ benefits claims. In addition, your VA award letter showing 
percentage of disability, NM Driver’s License, ID, voter Registration card, and Widow/Widower copy of marriage 
and death certificates if applicable. NMDVS can help Veterans file for lost or misplaced DD 214s. 
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Veterans and their eligible dependents may contact any of the NMDVS field offices statewide listed on the last two 
pages of this newsletter. Each office is staffed by nationally accredited Veteran Service Officers (VSO’s), who can 
also offer assistance by phone or email.  
 
If you know of or are hosting a Veterans' or community event that would benefit from having a Veteran 
Service Officer on site to help answer questions on benefits available please contact DVS Field Services  
Director Robin Wilson at Robin.Wilson@dvs.nm.gov 

Artesia  6/17, 7/15, 8/19 United Veterans Hall, 402 W Hermosa Dr.  9am-4pm  

Carlsbad  6/10, 6/24, 7/8 VFW Post 8703, 1919 San Jose Blvd.  10am-3pm 

Cannon AFB  6/9, 7/7  TAP Seminar, MFRC, 1554 Spear Loop  11am-12pm 

Capitan  7/29, 10/7, 11/4 Capitan Public Library, 101 E 2nd St.   10am-3pm 

Deming  6/10, 7/8, 8/12 Old VFW Bldg., 4045 Overhill Dr. NW  10am-1pm 

Deming  6/24, 7/22, 8/26 Luna County Senior Center, 800 Granite St. 10am-12:30pm 

Gallup   6/9, 7/14,  8/11 Vets Helping Vets, 908 E. Buena Vista Ave. 10am-11am  

Holloman AFB 6/10, 8/17, 7/1 TAP Seminar, MFRC , W NM Ave., Bldg. 788  8:30am-10am 

Raton   6/17, 7/15, 8/19 Raton VA Clinic 1493 Whittier St.   10am-2pm 

Ruidoso  7/1, 9/2, 11/4  Ruidoso Community Ctr/501 Sudderth Dr. 10am-3pm 

Santa Rosa  6/10, 7/8, 8/12 Guadalupe County Veterans Ctr/720 Lake Dr.   10am-2pm 

Socorro/Belen 6/9, 7/8, 8/11  Forget Me Not Veteran Ctr/705 N. California 9am-1pm 

The following are weekly outreach visits: 

T or C Vet Home Wednesdays  State Veterans’ Home, 922 S. Broadway  9am-3pm 

mailto:robin.wilson@dvs.nm.gov
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Property Tax Exemptions and Lifetime Veteran Park Passes 
  
The New Mexico Department of Veterans’ Services (NMDVS) State Benefits Division is  
accepting applications for the Veterans property tax exemptions and the NM State Park  
Lifetime Veterans Pass. 
 
1. Property Tax Exemptions: 
The standard Veteran property tax exemption is now $10,000 and will adjust annually for  
inflation in 2026. Additionally, the Disabled Veteran Exemption allows eligible  
Veterans or their unmarried surviving spouses to apply for a tax exemption equal to the  
Veteran’s federal disability rating.  
Applications must be submitted to NMDVS and filed with your County Assessor. 
 
2. New Mexico State Park Lifetime Veterans Pass: 
Eligible New Mexico Veterans can apply for a free lifetime pass providing unlimited access to all state parks, in-
cluding day-use and overnight camping. Standard entry and camping fees are waived; however, reservation and 
special facility fees still apply. 
 
 Documents needed to verify eligibility for the benefits  
• A copy of DD-214, NA 13038, NOAA Form 56-16, or PHS Form 1867 
• Proof of New Mexico residency (driver’s license, voter registration, or state tax return) 
• VA Award Letter showing percentage of disability (only for tax exemption) 
• Widow/Widower copy of marriage and death certificates (only for tax exemption) 
 
NMDVS schedules Veteran property tax exemption events that are held throughout the state to explain changes 
and issue certificates. Applications for the New Mexico State Park Lifetime Veterans Pass will 
also be accepted and issued on-site to quali- fied Veterans. Information and assistance on feder-
al and state benefits, local Veterans’ pro- grams, and referral services are available at any of 
our field office locations.  
 
If you have questions, please call NMDVS at 505-827-6300 or 505-383-2400. Visit any of our 
field offices or visit  https://www.dvs.nm.gov/ for more details and property tax exemption or park pass applica-

 

NMDVS Launches New Website to Better Serve Veterans  
 

The New Mexico Department of Veterans’ Services (NMDVS) has launched a new 
website designed to better serve Veterans, their families, and the communities that 
support them. The updated site offers a cleaner layout, improved navigation, and 
easier access to information on state and federal benefits assistance, upcoming 
events, mobile outreach unit locations, and NMDVS programs.  
 
Visitors can quickly find resources, connect with accredited Veteran Service  
Officers, and stay informed about outreach efforts across New Mexico.  
The new site will continue to evolve to make it easier for Veterans to access the  
benefits they have earned.  
 

The website address has changed. Visit www.dvs.nm.gov (formerly www.nmdvs.org)   

https://www.dvs.nm.gov/
https://www.dvs.nm.gov/


 Legacy Planning  is a Gift to Families  
 

Legacy planning is one of the greatest gifts a Veteran can leave  
behind for their family. It is not only about paperwork or finances.  
It is about easing burdens, preserving dignity, and ensuring loved 
ones know the Veteran’s wishes during one of the most difficult 
moments in life. 
 
Many families are left searching for military discharge paperwork, 
benefit information, insurance policies, passwords, funeral wishes, 
and financial records while grieving. A little preparation today can 
provide enormous peace and clarity tomorrow. 
 
Veterans have earned benefits and honors through their service, 
and discussing these matters openly with family members can help 
ensure those benefits are properly received and no opportunities 
are missed. 
 
A Veteran’s Legacy Planning Checklist 
Families should know where the following important items are located: 
• DD Form 214 or military discharge records 
• VA disability rating decisions and award letters 
• Social Security information 
• Marriage certificates, divorce decrees, and birth certificates 
• Life insurance policies 
• Banking and retirement account information 
• Wills, trusts, and powers of attorney 
• Funeral and burial wishes 
• Contact information for a Veteran Service Officer (VSO) 
• Passwords or instructions for important digital accounts 
• Mortgage, vehicle, and property documents 
• Emergency contacts and next-of-kin information  
• Medical records and medication lists 
 
Important Family Conversations 
While these discussions can be difficult, they are incredibly important. Veterans are encouraged to speak with 
their spouses, children, or trusted loved ones about: 
• Burial preferences and funeral wishes 
• Whether they prefer a state Veterans cemetery or national cemetery 
• Who should notify the VA and military organizations 
• Where important documents are stored 
• Financial responsibilities and household accounts 
• End-of-life healthcare wishes  
• Survivor benefits that may be available 
 
These conversations help families feel prepared rather than overwhelmed during a crisis. 
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 Legacy Planning —Continued 
 
Veteran Burial and Memorial Benefits 
Eligible Veterans may qualify for burial benefits through the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs. These benefits 
may include: 
• Burial in a national cemetery 
• A government-furnished headstone or marker 
• A burial flag 
• A Presidential Memorial Certificate 
• Military funeral honors 
 
Families may also qualify for reimbursement of certain burial or funeral expenses depending on eligibility and 
circumstances. 
 
National Cemeteries 
The National Cemetery Administration operates two national cemeteries in New Mexico, located in Santa Fe and 
Fort Bayard, that provide burial services for eligible Veterans and family members. Burials in a national cemetery 
are generally provided at no cost to eligible Veterans. 
 
State Veterans Cemeteries 
The New Mexico Department of Veterans' Services operates four state Veterans cemeteries in Angel Fire, Fort 
Stanton, Gallup, and Taos, providing honorable burial options closer to home and family communities. These 
cemeteries partner with the VA and may also provide burial opportunities for eligible spouses and dependents. 
 
A Final Act of Service 
Veterans spent their lives protecting and caring for others. Legacy planning is another way to continue that  
service by protecting the family left behind from confusion, stress, and uncertainty. 
 
Taking time now to organize records, discuss wishes, and understand earned benefits can bring peace of mind 
to everyone involved. It is never too early to begin the conversation. 
 

NMDVS Veteran Service Officers 
Veteran Service Officers can also play an important role in the legacy planning process. Accredited VSOs help 
Veterans and their families understand earned benefits, organize important records, and prepare for future 
needs before a crisis occurs. They can assist with obtaining military discharge documents, reviewing VA  
benefits and disability records, explaining survivor and burial benefits and helping families understand what 
steps to take when a Veteran passes away. 
 
VSOs can also help Veterans complete pre-need burial eligibility applications for VA national cemeteries or  
provide information about New Mexico’s state Veterans cemeteries and available burial honors. For surviving 
spouses and dependents, having an established connection with a VSO can make navigating benefits and pa-
perwork far less overwhelming during a difficult time. 
 
Legacy planning is not something Veterans and families have to do alone. Working with a Veteran Service 
Officer can help ensure important information is organized, benefits are understood, and loved ones are better 
prepared for the future. 
 
To find an NMDVS office near you and meet with a Veteran Service Officer, visit:  
https://www.dvs.nm.gov/field-services/  
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PTSD Awareness Month 

June is PTSD Awareness Month, an opportunity to raise 
awareness about post traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) 
and remind Veterans that effective treatment is available. 
 
According to the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), 
about 1 out of every 20 adults in the United States, or 5% 
of Americans, experiences PTSD in any given year. PTSD 
can affect anyone who has experienced or witnessed a 
traumatic event, including combat, military sexual trauma, 
serious accidents, natural disasters, or other life-
threatening situations. 
 
The VA's message this month is simple: PTSD treatment works. Even though effective treatments are available, 
many people living with PTSD never seek the help they need. Raising awareness helps Veterans and their families 
understand that treatment can reduce symptoms and improve quality of life. 
 
The VA identifies trauma-focused therapies as the most effective treatment for PTSD. These therapies focus on 
the memory of the traumatic event and its meaning. Treatment options include Cognitive Processing Therapy 
(CPT), Prolonged Exposure (PE), and Eye Movement Desensitization and Reprocessing (EMDR). Antidepressant 
medications may also help reduce PTSD symptoms and improve daily functioning. Research cited by the VA 
shows that approximately 57 out of 100 people who receive trauma-focused therapy experience meaningful 
symptom improvement after about three months of treatment. 
 
The VA continues to explore new treatment options through research. Earlier this year, the department  
announced a clinical trial studying MDMA assisted therapy for Veterans with PTSD and alcohol use disorder.  
The study will evaluate the safety and effectiveness of the treatment as part of the VA's ongoing effort to improve 
mental health care and expand treatment options for Veterans. 
 
Veterans have access to a wide range of PTSD resources through the VA, including mental health services, PTSD 
treatment programs, Vet Centers, peer support programs, educational resources, and crisis intervention  
services. Veterans experiencing a crisis can call 988 and press 1, text 838255, or chat online through the Veterans 
Crisis Line. 
 
PTSD Awareness Month serves as a reminder that seeking help is a sign of strength. Everyone with PTSD, whether 
they are Veterans or civilians who experienced sexual violence, a serious accident, a disaster event, or another 
traumatic event, needs to know that effective treatments can reduce symptoms and lead to a better quality  
of life. 
 
For more information, visit the VA National Center for PTSD at https://www.ptsd.va.gov/understand/awareness/
get_support.asp  

https://www.ptsd.va.gov/understand/awareness/get_support.asp
https://www.ptsd.va.gov/understand/awareness/get_support.asp
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Migraine & Headache Awareness  
 

Headaches and migraines affect many Veterans and can significantly impact daily life. For some, these condi-
tions are connected to military service, including traumatic brain injuries, blast exposure, sleep disorders, and 
other service-related health concerns. 
 
The National Headache Foundation's Operation Brainstorm program was created to support Veterans, and  
service members, living with migraine disease and headache disorders. The program provides  
educational resources, treatment information, and guidance to help Veterans and their families better under-
stand their symptoms and available care options. 
 
Many Veterans living with chronic headaches or migraines also experience post-traumatic stress disorder 
(PTSD). Research has shown a strong connection between PTSD, traumatic brain injuries, and headache disor-
ders, particularly among combat Veterans. Symptoms such as anxiety, hypervigilance, sleep disturbances, and 
stress can worsen headache conditions, while chronic pain can increase the challenges associated with PTSD. 
 
National PTSD Awareness Day on June 27th serves as a reminder that Veterans do not have to face these  
challenges alone. Veterans experiencing symptoms of PTSD, chronic headaches, migraines, or related  
conditions are encouraged to talk with a healthcare provider and take advantage of available treatment and 
support resources. Early intervention can improve both physical and mental well-being and help Veterans 
maintain a higher quality of life. 
 
To learn more about Operation Brainstorm and Veteran-specific headache resources, visit OperationBrain-
storm.org. 

https://www.operationbrainstorm.org/
https://www.operationbrainstorm.org/
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VA Action Needed Email is Legitimate, Check Your Inbox 
 
The Department of Veterans Affairs has confirmed that the recent email outreach titled “Action needed: VA is 
missing one or more of your addresses” is legitimate and was sent directly from the VA.  
 
This communication is part of VA’s ongoing effort to ensure Veterans’ contact information is up to date, so they 
do not miss important notifications about their benefits, health care, and other services. An example of the  
generated email is below. Please contact the VA if you have any questions. 
If you receive this email, take a moment to review and update your contact information if needed. 
 
For more information, visit https://www.va.gov/resources/managing-your-vagov-profile/ or your local VA office. 

https://www.va.gov/resources/managing-your-vagov-profile/


82nd Anniversary of D-Day 
 
On June 6, 2026, the world marks the 82nd anniversary of D-Day, one of the most  
significant military operations in history. On that day in 1944, Allied forces launched 
Operation Overlord, the invasion of Nazi-occupied France which helped change the 
course of World War II. More than 156,000 American, British, Canadian, and Allied 
troops crossed the English Channel and landed on the beaches of Normandy in the 
largest amphibious assault ever conducted. 

 
Years of planning, training, and deception led to the operation.  
Thousands of ships and aircraft supported the invasion while Allied  
paratroopers dropped behind enemy lines during the early morning 
hours. Soldiers landed on five beaches known by their code names: 
Utah, Omaha, Gold, Juno, and Sword. German forces heavily defended 
each landing area, and fierce fighting erupted across the coastline.  
At Omaha Beach, American troops faced some of the day's strongest  
resistance, yet their determination and sacrifice helped secure a  
foothold that enabled Allied forces to advance into Europe. 
 

The success of D-Day marked the beginning of the liberation of Western Europe and  
accelerated the defeat of Nazi Germany. The courage displayed by the men who landed 
on the beaches of Normandy remains one of the defining examples of service, sacrifice, 
and commitment to freedom. 
 
Today, the beaches, cemeteries, and memorials of Normandy stand as places of  
remembrance, honoring those who fought and those who never returned home. As the 
number of surviving D-Day Veterans continues to decline, preserving their stories be-
comes even more important. Books, documentaries, and films continue to introduce 
new generations to the events of June 6, 1944, helping keep this history alive. 
 
For New Mexicans, the legacy of D-Day carries special meaning. During World War II, New Mexico recorded the 
highest per capita rate of military service in the nation. Tens of thousands of New Mexicans answered the call to 
serve, and many participated in the campaigns that helped secure victory in Europe and around the world.  
Their service reflects a tradition of duty and sacrifice that continues among New Mexico's Veterans and service 
members today. 
 
As we commemorate the 82nd anniversary of D-Day, we honor the courage of the Allied forces who changed the 
course of history and remember the generations of Americans, including countless New Mexicans, who helped 
defend freedom during World War II. 
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Army Celebrates 251 Years of Service and Sacrifice 
  

The New Mexico Department of Veterans’ Services joins the nation in  
celebrating the 251st birthday of the United States Army. Established by the 
Continental Congress on June 14, 1775, to defend the colonies during the 
American Revolution, the Army became the nation’s first military service under 
the leadership of General George Washington. This year’s observance honors 
the Army’s enduring motto, “This We’ll Defend”—a phrase the Continental  
Army first adopted, and Soldiers still carry today. 
 
For over two and a half centuries, the Army has defended the nation through 
war, peacekeeping operations, humanitarian missions, and disaster response 
at home and abroad. Generations of Americans have served with courage and 
determination on battlefields ranging from the American Revolution and Civil 
War to World War I, World War II, Korea, Vietnam, the Persian Gulf, Iraq, and 
Afghanistan. As warfare evolves, soldiers continue to uphold the core Army  
Values: loyalty, duty, respect, selfless service, honor, integrity, and personal 
courage. 
 

New Mexico shares a deep connection with Army history. New Mexicans have answered the nation’s call in every 
major conflict since territorial days, and generations of Army Veterans have shaped communities across the 
state. Today, New Mexico remains closely tied to the service through White Sands Missile Range and Fort Bliss, 
which drive military operations and training throughout the southern region. Additionally, the New Mexico Army 
National Guard continues its proud tradition of supporting overseas missions, responding to state emergencies, 
and assisting local communities. 
 
The Army’s 251st birthday offers an opportunity to recognize the Soldiers, Veterans, and military families whose 
dedication strengthens both our nation and the State of New Mexico. Their service reflects an enduring mission 
and the values that have guided the Army since 1775. 
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Honoring the Flag  
 

June 14, is also Flag Day honoring the adoption of the United States flag by the Continental Congress in 1777.  
For Veterans, Flag Day carries a deeper meaning. It represents the service members who scarified in defense of 
our nations’ freedom.  
 
The American flag has accompanied generations of service members through war and peace for nearly 250 years. 
For Veterans, it represents duty, courage, and service while recalling military service, deployments, and the 
bonds forged in uniform. It also honors those who never returned home and the families who shared in the  
sacrifices of military life. 
 
On Flag Day, take a moment to reflect on what the flag represents and the values it embodies. Whether displayed 
at a home, business, cemetery, or community gathering, the American flag remains a powerful symbol of the  
nation and the men and women who have served under it. 
 
As we observe Flag Day, the New Mexico Department of Veterans’ Services encourages all New Mexicans to  
honor the flag with pride and remember the generations of Veterans whose service helped preserve the freedoms 
it represents. 
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 Women Veterans Corner 
“Connecting Women Veterans — One Story at a Time.”  

Amberly Viner, Women Veteran Program Manager  
 

 
 

Did you know:  
June is a special month of recognition as we honor Women Veterans Day on June 12th, a day dedicated to recog-
nizing the courage, sacrifice, and contributions of women who have served in the United States Armed Forces. 
This date commemorates the signing of the Women’s Armed Services Integration Act of 1948, which granted 
women the right to serve as permanent members of the military, a historic milestone that helped pave the way for 
generations of women in uniform. 
 
Topic of the Month: 
Honoring Women Veterans Day: Celebrating Service, Strength, and Legacy 
Women Veterans have served our nation with strength and resilience throughout every era of military history. 
From combat zones and leadership roles to medical support and humanitarian missions, women have  
continually answered the call to serve with dedication and honor. Their impact extends far beyond military  
service, as they continue to lead within their families, workplaces, and communities. 
 
Women Veterans Day is not only a time to recognize history, but also an opportunity to celebrate the growing 
community of women Veterans whose stories, experiences, and leadership continue to shape the future. It is a 
reminder of the importance of visibility, advocacy, and connection among women who served, and of the need to 
ensure every woman Veteran feels recognized, supported, and valued. 
 
June is also recognized as LGBTQ+ Pride Month, providing an opportunity to acknowledge and honor the service 
of LGBTQ+ Veterans and servicemembers whose contributions to our military were often made despite significant 
challenges and barriers. For many years, LGBTQ+ individuals served in silence under policies that limited their 
ability to openly live as their authentic selves while in uniform. Despite these obstacles, they served honorably, 
courageously, and with unwavering commitment to their country. 
 
Today, LGBTQ+ women Veterans continue to play an important role within the Veteran community, bringing  
diverse experiences, perspectives, and leadership that strengthen both the military and the communities they 
serve after service. Recognizing Pride Month alongside Women Veterans Day reinforces the importance of  
visibility, inclusion, dignity, and ensuring that every Veteran feels seen, respected, and valued for both their  
service and identity. 
 
As we celebrate this month, we honor all women Veterans and reaffirm our commitment to building a supportive 
and inclusive community where every Veteran has a place, a voice, and the opportunity to thrive. 
 
“Women belong in all places where decisions are being made.” —  Ruth Bader Ginsburg  
 
The New Mexico Department of Veterans’ Services Women Veterans Program (WVP) is dedicated to serving 
women Veterans and their families with dignity, respect, and excellence. As a primary point of contact, WVP  
provides advocacy and individualized support to help women Veterans navigate challenges faced during and after  
military service. Women Veterans seeking assistance or connection to resources are encouraged to visit 
dvs.nm.gov to learn more. 
 

 

https://www.dvs.nm.gov/
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Preserving Military Women’s History 
 
The New Mexico Department of Veterans’ Services needs your support in  
honoring the lasting contribution of women in uniform by preserving their 
stories. Our state is home to thousands of incredible servicewomen, and 
their legacies and service deserve to be remembered.  
 
For more than 30 years, the Military Women’s Memorial has collected 
names, photos, service records, and personal experiences of women who 
answered the call to serve. This permanent archive is the only one of its 
kind, ensuring “HERstory” is recognized as an essential part of America’s 
story.  
 
Registration is free and easy. If you are a woman who has served, add your 
story to the Military Women’s National Digital Repository. By sharing your 
experience, you help shine a light on women’s service and inspire future 
generations of New Mexicans.  
 
Your service matters. Your story inspires. Your legacy deserves to be re-
membered. 
 
Visit womensmemorial.org to share your story and help preserve the history of women Veterans. 

Women Airforce Service Pilots “Wings of Courage” Lecture 
 
The New Mexico Museum of Space History invites everyone to a  
powerful Launch Pad Lecture on the WASP, Women Air Force Service  
Pilots, on Friday, July 3, 2026, from 9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. in the New 
Horizons Dome Theater and Planetarium.  
 
Veteran U.S. Marine Corps aviator and American Airlines First Officer  
Jacquelyne Nichols will spotlight the bravery and pioneering spirit of 
WASP. The lecture will feature the exploits of Dora Dougherty and  
Dorothea Moorman, two WASP pilots who tamed the troubled B-29  
Superfortress at Alamogordo Army Airfield.  
 

Guest speaker Jacquelyne Nichols, a Veteran U.S. Marine Corps aviator and American Airlines A320 First 
Officer, will spotlight the extraordinary bravery of the World War II Women Airforce Service Pilots.  
These pioneering women flew everything from trainers to heavy bombers and helped change the course of  
aviation history.  
 
Nichols served 11 years on active duty in the U.S. Marine Corps, flying helicopters and fixed-wing aircraft, com-
pleting a combat deployment in Afghanistan where she earned a Strike Flight Air Medal, and serving in Japan 
and Qatar before transitioning to the Marine Corps Reserves as an instructor pilot and Marine Liaison Officer.  
 
The Launch Pad Lecture Series is held on the first Friday of each month in the New Horizons Dome Theater and 
Planetarium at New Mexico Museum of Space History, 3198 State Route 2001, Alamogordo, NM. The program is 
free to attend, and museum staff, along with special guest speakers, present topics spanning from space histo-
ry to the future of space exploration. For more information, visit: https://nmspacemuseum.org/event/24043/  

womensmemorial.org
https://nmspacemuseum.org/event/24043/


Take Your First Step Toward Entrepreneurship 
 
Offered through the New Mexico Veterans Business Outreach Center (VBOC), Boots 
to Business is a free, two-day foundational entrepreneurship course designed for  
transitioning service members, veterans, National Guard and Reserve members, and  
military spouses interested in starting or growing a small business. 
 
Participants will gain essential knowledge on the core principles of business owner-

ship, including how to evaluate the feasibility of a business idea and how to develop a strategic business plan—an 
indispensable tool for any new or expanding venture. The curriculum also covers key topics such as securing start-
up or growth capital, accessing technical assistance, and exploring federal contracting opportunities. 
 
Join us for one of our dynamic, full-day sessions, typically held from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Please note that on-
base access is required for classes held at military installations. 
 
Whether you're just beginning your entrepreneurial journey or looking to expand your business, we’re here to help 
guide your next steps. For more information about the Boots to Business program or to register, please contact 
VBOC Advisor Christina Stover at christina.stover@dvs.nm.gov or call (505) 469-8501. 
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City Dates Location 

*Santa Fe, NM June 6th  Boots to Business New Mexico GSD Surplus Yard 

Albuquerque June 26th SBA Veteran Small Business Lenders Expo WESST Enterprise Center 

*Clovis, NM July 9th  Boots to Business Cannon AFB M&FR Building 

* Participants will require base access 
Funded in part through a Cooperative Agreement with the U.S. Small Business Administration. 

 

 

 

mailto:mchristina.stover@dvs.nm.gov
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Run For The Wall  
 
The Pueblo of Laguna once again welcomed participants of the  
annual Run for the Wall (RFTW) motorcycle ride this spring, bring-
ing together Veterans, students, tribal leaders, and community 
members to honor those who have served our nation. 
 
Held on May 15, events took place at the Khe Sanh Historical Mark-
er and Laguna Middle School as riders traveling the Central Route 
made their way through New Mexico. Run for the Wall is a  
nationwide motorcycle ride that honors Veterans, Prisoners of War 
(POWs), and service members who remain Missing in Action (MIA). 
After a brief welcome at the historical marker, a special assembly 
was held at Laguna Middle School, where students gathered to 
greet the riders and learn about the significance of the event. The 
program featured a Presentation of Colors by the Woman Warriors 
Color Guard, remarks from community leaders, and Run for the 
Wall representatives. 
 
New Mexico Department of Veterans’ Services (NMDVS) Cabinet 
Secretary Jamison Herrera spoke to students and encouraged 
them to recognize the sacrifices made by Veterans and military 
families. During the event, Herrera presented a warrior challenge 
coin to Petra Solimon, Superintendent of the Laguna Department 
of Education, in recognition of her leadership and support of the 
community.  
 
Following the ceremony, NMDVS representatives met with  
members of the Guishdi Veterans group and the Pueblo of Laguna 
Benefits Services Program to discuss ongoing efforts supporting 
the Veterans Memorial Park in the village of Paguate. The meeting 
focused on preserving the legacy of local Veterans and ensuring 
future generations understand their service and sacrifice. 
 
NMDVS is grateful to the Pueblo of Laguna community for honoring 
the sacrifices of Veterans, POWs, and those still unaccounted for, 
while recognizing the strong tradition of military service within  
Tribal communities across New Mexico. 
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 WWII Veteran Rudy Chavez Honored 
 

Eighty-two years after answering the call to serve during World War II,  
Lordsburg Veteran Rudy Chavez continues to represent a generation defined by 
service and sacrifice. The New Mexico Department of Veterans’ Services 
(NMDVS) honored Chavez at his home in Lordsburg on Wednesday, May 27,  
as family members, community leaders, and state representatives gathered to 
recognize his military service and lifelong contributions to southern New  
Mexico. Chavez celebrated his 100th birthday on Jan. 5, 2026. 
 
NMDVS Cabinet Secretary Jamison Herrera and Director of State Benefits  
Edward Mendez presented Chavez with a commemorative plaque honoring his 
military service and a New Mexico state flag flown over the State Capitol in recog-
nition of his lifelong dedication to New Mexico and the nation. 
 
During the visit, Secretary Herrera asked Rudy about the secret of reaching 100 
years old. Mr. Chavez shared a simple answer: “Take care of yourself.” 
 
Born Jan. 5, 1926, in Valedon, New Mexico, near Lordsburg, Chavez grew up  
during the hardships of the Great Depression in a family rooted in the mining 
and ranching communities of Hidalgo County. Throughout his life, he witnessed 
major moments in American and New Mexico history, from the Great Depres-
sion through World War II and the decades that followed. 
 
Chavez was drafted into the United States Army in 1944 during his senior year at 
Lordsburg High School. After training at Fort Bliss and Camp Wolters, Texas, he 
deployed to the European Theater, where he fought in major campaigns across 
France, Belgium, and Germany, including the Battle of the Bulge and the Allied 
advance through the Rhineland toward Berlin. 
 
During combat in Germany, Chavez suffered serious wounds after enemy  
shellfire struck near his position. Despite those injuries, his service earned him 
the Silver Star, Purple Heart, Combat Infantryman Badge, and multiple campaign 
medals recognizing his courage under fire and dedicated service. 

 
Chavez returned home after the war and continued serving his community. He 
married Virginia Flores in 1945, and together they raised five children: Lisa, Mario, 
Melinda, Rodolfo Jr., and Victoria. Chavez served the community as a Lordsburg 
police officer and as a member of the Lordsburg City Council in the late 1960’s. 
 
Even at 100 years old, Chavez remains a respected figure in Lordsburg and 
throughout Hidalgo County. His story reflects not only military courage but also a 
lifetime dedicated to public service, family, and community leadership. His  
nieces, Lordsburg City Councilwoman Margaret Chavez and Hidalgo County Man-
ager Tisha Green, continue that family tradition of public service in the community. 
 
For NMDVS, honoring Veterans like Rudy Chavez helps preserve the stories and 
sacrifices of a generation that shaped both New Mexico and the nation through  
military service. 
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Photo, left to right: NMDVS Cabi-
net Secretary Jamison Herrera; 
Rudy Chavez; District 32 State 
Representative Jenifer Jones; 
Bruce Ashburn, legislative aide for 
District 39 State Rep. Luis  
Terrazas. 
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Gallup Community Outreach and GVAC Meeting 
 

Veterans, family members, and community partners gathered in Gallup May 
13, for the Governor’s Veterans Advisory Council (GVAC) quarterly meeting 
and Community Veterans Outreach event at the Veterans Helping Veterans 
Center. GVAC Chair Rudy Martinez welcomed attendees before council  
members shared updates on key priorities, including rural health care access, 
transportation services, and outreach to younger Veterans. 
 
NMDVS Cabinet Secretary Jamison Herrera led a question-and-answer ses-
sion on VA and state benefits, legislative updates, and available programs. 
Veterans and family members also had the opportunity to meet directly with 
agency leadership and staff to discuss concerns and access resources. 
 
Throughout the event, NMDVS staff provided assistance with VA claims, bene-
fits enrollment, disability compensation, property tax exemptions, State Parks 
Lifetime Veteran Pass applications, mental health resources, transportation 
assistance, and programs supporting Veteran-owned businesses, women Vet-
erans, and Tribal communities. 
 
The event strengthened connections between Veterans and the resources 
available to support them across New Mexico.  

Military and Veterans Day at Isotopes Park 
 

On Sunday, May 17, the New Mexico Department of Veterans’ Services 
joined the Albuquerque Isotopes for Military & Veterans Appreciation 
Day at Isotopes Park, celebrating the service and sacrifice of Veterans, 
active-duty service members, and military families. 
 
A highlight of the afternoon was the recognition of Vietnam Veteran Joel 
McHorse, who threw out the ceremonial first pitch. A member of Taos 
Pueblo, McHorse enlisted in the U.S. Army at age 17 and served as a 
combat medic with the 82nd Airborne Division and 173rd Airborne  
Brigade during the Vietnam War. For his actions in combat, he earned 
two Bronze Stars and a Purple Heart. 
 

Following his military service, McHorse built a successful career as a general  
contractor and raised a family with his wife, acclaimed Navajo artist Christine 
Nofchissey McHorse. During the ceremony, NMDVS Cabinet Secretary Jamison  
Herrera presented McHorse with a challenge coin in recognition of his service and 
contributions. 
 
The event also featured ceremonial first pitches by U.S. Navy Ensign Connor Miller and 
Marine Corps Staff Sgt. Amanda Martinez, while 95-year-old Korean War Veteran Jake 
Griego performed the national anthem on the harmonica. 
 
NMDVS is proud to partner with the Albuquerque Isotopes in recognizing the men and 
women whose service continues to strengthen New Mexico and the nation. 
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The New Mexico Department of Veterans’ Services (NMDVS) recognizes Veteran Service Officer Vince Tellez, who 
works in the Las Cruces field office. Vince approaches every claim with precision, compassion, and an unwaver-
ing commitment to doing what is right for Veterans and their families. His insight and input are always thoughtful, 
valuable, and spot on, helping to strengthen both his team and the services provided across the department. 
Whether stepping in to help where needed or going above and beyond for a Veteran, Vince simply gets the job 
done with flexibility, humility, and genuine care. 
 
NMDVS Division Director of Field Services Robin Wilson shared, “Vince Tellez of the Las Cruces office is a proud 
U.S. Marine Corps Veteran whose quiet professionalism and dedication consistently make a lasting impact on 
the Veterans he serves.”  
 
 
How long have you been with the agency?  
I have been with NMDVS since October 2021. Prior to coming to DVS, I worked as a Crime 
Scene Technician with the Las Cruces Police Department. Before that, I was as a Local  
Veterans’ Employment Representative (LVER) with the New Mexico Department of  
Workforce Solutions. 
 
What do you enjoy most about your work with NMDVS? 
What I enjoy most about working with NMDVS is the camaraderie I share with my cowork-
ers, as well as the opportunity to continue learning and growing professionally. I also enjoy 
being able to assist Veterans in obtaining their benefits. 
 
What is your connection to the Veteran community?  
I am a Marine Corps Veteran.  I also have many family members who have served in the 
military. 
 
Please tell us a little about yourself, and what you enjoy doing in your free time? 
I grew up in Vado, New Mexico, and joined the Marine Corps in 2001. I was in boot camp 
during 9/11 and later deployed twice to Iraq. After my service, I lived in Southern California, 
where I obtained my degree in Media Arts. Then, I moved back to New Mexico in 2014. 
 
Three words to describe you? 
Resilient, Creative, Lighthearted 
 

 
 

NMDVS is hiring! View new job postings on the State of New Mexico careers page here. 

https://careers.share.nm.gov/psc/hprdcg/EMPLOYEE/HRMS/c/HRS_HRAM_FL.HRS_CG_SEARCH_FL.GBL?Page=HRS_APP_SCHJOB_FL&FOCUS=Applicant
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The following pages feature events and informational flyers provided to the New Mexico Department 
of Veterans’ Services (NMDVS) by Veterans and community service agencies.  These flyers are pub-
lished for the convenience of New Mexico’s Veteran community. Inclusion in The Guardian does not 
constitute an endorsement by NMDVS of the organization, content, products, or services contained 
therein.  
  
NMDVS invites government agencies and non-profit service organizations to send flyers for publica-
tion in The Guardian announcing an upcoming or ongoing Veteran-related event. NMDVS will run 
these flyers as a public service courtesy to the Veteran community.  
  
Please note: 
  
· Flyers must have the name of a point-of-contact from the organization…along with the contact’s 

phone number or email address. Flyers without this information will not be published. 
  
· NMDVS is not responsible for the accuracy of the content, products, or services in these flyers.  
  
· Views expressed in these flyers are the independent views of the authors/owners of the third-party 

entity that created the flyer and do not necessarily reflect the views of NMDVS.  
  
· To the maximum extent permitted by law, NMDVS expressly denies liability for any losses suffered 

by any persons or organizations who, in their independent discretion and reliance, either directly 
or indirectly rely on content, products, services, or information offered by these independent 
third-party organizations. 

  
· NMDVS reserves the right to edit or decline to publish any flyer.  
 
Please send you submissions to DVS.PIO@dvs.nm.gov 
 
 

mailto:DVS.PIO@dvs.nm.gov
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Women Veterans - The VA is Coming to YOU! Register now for the Women Veterans Enrollment Initiative, "Boots 
on the Ground, for Boots on the Ground," Southwest Regional Summit at the Henry B. Gonzalez Convention 
Center, in San Antonio, TX, on July 24–25, 2026. Register Here: https://whova.com/portal/registration/
bIpBmx5GL4oTJcmYk45h/  

https://whova.com/portal/registration/bIpBmx5GL4oTJcmYk45h/
https://whova.com/portal/registration/bIpBmx5GL4oTJcmYk45h/


 The Museum of the American Military Family  
 

The Museum of the American Military Family (MAMF) has served New Mexico for 15 years, yet many residents 
remain unaware of it. MAMF is the only museum in the nation solely devoted to the stories and history of military 
families. We strengthen New Mexico’s community by preserving stories, supporting Veteran families, educating 
the public, and representing the state locally and globally. 
 
We curate and publish hundreds of firsthand accounts from New Mexican Veterans and family members in our 
anthologies, blogs, and podcasts. We teach about military service and history in New Mexico schools and pub-
lic libraries, and connect individuals with local organizations through our network. Recently, one of our UNM in-
terns interviewed New Mexico Veterans and families about issues important to them. MAMF board members 
advise organizations and state representatives on military family and museum issues. Our work informs  
decisions, shapes policies, and educates audiences locally, nationally, and internationally. 
 
Our impact extends beyond New Mexico. We’ve partnered with international artists, completed a year-long in-
ternship with students and teachers in the Defense Department school system, and published several antholo-
gies by military-connected authors worldwide. We help the public understand both the benefits and challenges 
of military service. When more people recognize the challenges military families face, all Veterans benefit. 
 
Since 2023, we’ve hired ten college students, many with military ties for paid work-study programs. They receive 
practical experience in museum operations, marketing, and graphic design. Having New Mexico Veterans intern 
with us helps them understand military family issues and strengthens our connection with younger Veterans. 
These intergenerational relationships foster community and mutual understanding. 
 
Our impact is extensive: An author who writes for both MAMF and her hospice newsletter noted her articles help 
her hospice maintain its high Level 5 Veterans rating. Our Canadian partner recently shared feedback from a 
Ukrainian soldier who appreciated the exhibit we created about Ukraine’s citizen soldiers and their families. A 
New Mexico Vietnam Veteran's daughter thanked us for teaching her about the Vietnam War. Some New Mexico 
Veterans and their families who became U.S. citizens at our museum stay in touch. People still remember when 
the Bernalillo County Sheriff’s helicopter landed on the VA hospital's parade grounds during our Heroes and 
Hueys event. 
 
Our museum’s work may not fit bureaucratic metrics or check boxes, but it resonates through tears and smiles. 
There is no way to measure the deep emotions and gratitude we evoke at home and abroad. 
 
We’re proud of our New Mexico roots. As a museum based in New Mexico, we represent the state at national 
and international events. We act as unofficial ambassadors for the United States abroad, using friendly  
diplomacy to build goodwill and strengthen international ties by working with citizens, elected leaders, and the 
international media. Our presence consistently reflects positively on New Mexico.  
  
Our museum’s vision states that MAMF is where people. "come together as community, inspiring a sense of 
place and history. As a repository for their stories, we shape the future by preserving our heritage, recording its 
evolution, and inviting dialogue by sharing our experiences with the world.” 
 
I think we fulfill this vision well.  Story by Circe Olson Woessner, Director MAMF 
 
To learn more, join our projects, or stay updated, follow us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/MuseumoftheAmericanMilitaryFamily. 
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https://www.facebook.com/MuseumoftheAmericanMilitaryFamily


The Museum of the American Military Family  
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Photo above: Display case for Host Nation Hos-
pitality, Schonäich, Germany, 2025 Photo: cour-
tesy MAMF 

Photo above: POW/MIA table as part of Host Na-
tion Hospitality in Schonäich, Germany, 2025 Pho-
to: courtesy MAMF 

MAMF in Tijeras. An ironing board sepa-
rates the kitchen from the living room, cir-
ca 2018. Photo: courtesy MAMF 

Some of the Dear America exhibit 
panels and artwork, Stuttgart 
Germany, 2026. Photos: MAMF 
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NMDVS Field Offices in New Mexico 
NMDVS has field offices throughout the state that are staffed with  
nationally accredited veterans service officers VSOs) dedicated to helping Veterans 
with filing VA claims, applying for state Veterans benefits, or with  anything else a 
Veteran or their family needs.   
Office hours are Monday-Friday from 8am-5pm, (excluding holidays). Though this  
service is free, appointments are required and can be made by contacting the  
VSOs below.  Please note: VSOs can also provide help by phone or email for  
any Veteran or eligible dependent anywhere in New Mexico. 
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Alamogordo/Southeast NM Alamogordo/Southeast NM Albuquerque Metro Area  

David Henley  Matthew Quinn (VSO I) May Chavez (ABQ Metro Supervisor)  
411 10th Street #107                                           411 10th Street #107                                           Pinetree Corporate Center/Bldg. 2                 

4801 Indian School Rd. NE/2nd Floor  
 

575-937-5620  (575) 546-8367 (505) 527-2302  
david.henley@dvs.nm.gov matthew.quinn@dvs.nm.gov helen.chavez@dvs.nm.gov  
    
Albuquerque Metro Area Albuquerque Metro Area Albuquerque Metro Area  
Adam Calderon La Sondra Menchego Calvin James 
Good Will Office 
5000 San Mateo Blvd. NE 

Pinetree Corporate Center/Bldg. 2                 
4801 Indian School Rd. NE/2nd Floor  

Pinetree Corporate Center/Bldg. 2                 
4801 Indian School Rd. NE/2nd Floor  

(505) 274-0393 (505) 525-3331 (505) 681-0499 
adam.calderon@dvs.nm.gov lasondra.menchego@dvs.nm.gov calvin.james@dvs.nm.gov 
   
Albuquerque Metro Area Albuquerque (VARO) Albuquerque (VA Hospital) 
John Membrila (VSO I) Eric Ballheimer James Brandon 
Pinetree Corporate Center/Bldg. 2                 
4801 Indian School Rd. NE/2nd Floor  

Dennis Chavez Federal Bldg. 
500 Gold Ave. SW/3rd Floor 

Raymond G. Murphy VA Medical Ctr. 
1501 San Pedro Dr. SE  

(505) 584-2153 (505) 479-0672 (505) 623-1729 
john.membrila@dvs.nm.gov eric.ballheimer@dvs.nm.gov james.brandon@dvs.nm.gov 
       (no appointment needed) 
   
Albuquerque/Mobile Unit Albuquerque/Mobile Unit Belen/ABQ Metro & Central NM 
Vacant Jason Liddel Rob Miller (Central/Mobile Supervisor) 
Pinetree Corporate Center/Bldg. 2                 
4801 Indian School Rd. NE/2nd Floor  

Pinetree Corporate Center/Bldg. 2                 
4801 Indian School Rd. NE/2nd Floor  

Belen Business Center 
719 South Main St. 

(505) 470-7503 (505) 490-7532 (505) 537-9339 
Jason.liddell@dvs.nm.gov Jason.liddell@dvs.nm.gov rob.miller@dvs.nm.gov 
   
Clovis/Southeast NM Clovis/Southeast NM Farmington/Northwest NM 
Matt Barela (SE Supervisor) Ben Padilla Ambrose Oliver 
904 W. Sixth St. 904 W. Sixth St. 1800 East 30th St. 

(575) 825-9602                        (505) 537-1445      (505) 916-4835 
matthew.barela@dvs.nm.gov ben.padilla@dvs.nm.gov ambrose.oliver@dvs.nm.gov 
 (continued on next page)  

mailto:rob.miller@dvs.nm.gov
mailto:matthew.quinn@dvs.nm.gov
mailto:helen.chavez@dvs.nm.gov
mailto:adam.calderon@dvs.nm.gov
mailto:lasondra.menchego@dvs.nm.gov
mailto:calvin.james@dvs.nm.gov
mailto:john.membrila@dvs.nm.gov
mailto:eric.ballheimer@dvs.nm.gov
mailto:james.brandon@dvs.nm.gov
mailto:jason.liddell@dvs.nm.gov%09jason.liddell@dvs.nm.gov
mailto:rob.miller@dvs.nm.gov
mailto:matthew.barela@dvs.nm.gov
mailto:ben.padilla@dvs.nm.gov
mailto:ambrose.oliver@dvs.nm.gov
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NMDVS women veterans program   
is committed to making sure  
women veterans have equitable 
access to programs and services 
and claims-filing for women. 

Farmington/Northwest NM Gallup/Northwest NM Grants/Northwest NM  
Jenny Iser  John Livingston (NW Supervisor) Alex Fontaine  
1800 East 30th St. 908 E. Buena Vista Ave/Room 1A 551 Washington Ave.   
(505) 327-2861 505-389-8731 (505) 521-8132  
jenny.iser@dvs.nm.gov John.livingston@dvs.nm.gov carl.fontaine@dvs.nm.gov  
    
Hobbs/Southeast NM Las Cruces/Southwest NM Las Cruces/Southwest NM  
Freddy Solis-Littlejohn Miguel Martinez (SW Supervisor) Vincent Tellez  
2120 North Alto St. 1125 N. Solano Drive, Suite  1125 1125 N. Solano Drive, Suite  1125  
(575) 241-0714 (575) 644-6869 (505) 361-5298  
fred.solis-little@dvs.nm.gov miguel.martinez@dvs.nm.gov vincent.tellez@dvs.nm.gov  
    
Las Cruces/Southwest NM Las Vegas/Northeast NM Las Vegas/Northeast NM  
Clint Anderson Arturo Marlow (NE Supervisor) Melissa Herrera (VSO II)  
1125 N. Solano Drive, Suite  1125 917 Douglas Ave. 917 Douglas Ave.  
(505) 216-8782 (505) 331-8838 (575) 520-5079                                
clint.anderson@dvs.nm.gov arturo.marlow@dvs.nm.gov melissa.herrera@dvs.nm.gov  
    
Las Vegas/Northeast NM Rio Rancho/Northeast NM Roswell/Southeast NM  
Wayne Minkler Dustin Newsom Ben Mendoza  
917 Douglas Ave. 
 

Sandoval County Admin. Bldg.          
1500 Idalia Rd./Bldg. D/Room 2041 

1600 SE Main Street/Suite A 
 

(575) 781-0614                         (505) 221-7190  (575) 988-5900  
wayne.minkler@dvs.nm.gov dustin.newsom@dvs.nm.gov benjamin.mendoza@dvs.nm.gov  
    
Roswell/Southeast NM Santa Fe/Northeast NM Silver City/Southwest NM  
Danielle Andrade Phillip Hernandez Clarissa Sierra  
1600 SE Main Street/Suite A Bataan Memorial Bldg.                         

407 Galisteo St./1st Floor, Room 134 

 

Western New Mexico University      
1000 West College Ave.  
Juan Chacon Bldg./Room 138A 

 

 (575) 416-2284            (505) 218-3125 (575) 313-5627  
danielle.andrade@dvs.nm.gov  phillip.hernandez@dvs.nm.gov                                   clarissa.sierra@dvs.nm.gov  
    
Taos/Northeast NM State Veterans Home/T or C NM Woman Veterans Program   
Leticia “Lety” Cano VSO Staff/Every Wednesday Amberly Viner (Program Manager)  
Health and Human Services Bldg.  
145 Roy Rd. 

922 South Broadway St. 
Truth or Consequences, NM 

Pinetree Corporate Center/Bldg. 2                 
4801 Indian School Rd. NE/2nd floor  

(505)-709-5263  (505) 372-9106  
leticia.cano@dvs.nm.gov  amberly.viner@dvs.nm.gov   
    
Tribal Liaison    
Beverly Charley    
San Juan College Veterans Center      
4601 College Blvd./Room 1715-B 

   

(575) 241-3322    
beverly.charley@dvs.nm.gov    
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