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The New Mexico Department of Veterans’ Services (NMDVS) will join communities across New Mexico this  
Memorial Day to honor service members who gave their lives in defense of the nation. Among the observances is 
the annual Memorial Day Ceremony at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Angel Fire on Monday, May 25,  
beginning at 9 a.m.  
 
Held each Memorial Day for more than five decades, the ceremony at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Angel 
Fire brings together Veterans, families, and visitors to remember those who lost their lives in military service and 
to reflect on the lasting impact of their sacrifice. This year’s observance will feature the annual Flag March, mu-
sical honors by the 44th Army Band Ensemble, and keynote remarks from Capt. William A. Robinson, U.S. Air 
Force (Ret.), a ceremonial 21-gun salute conducted by the Tsidi Toii Veterans, a presentation by the Woman Vet-
eran Warriors Honor Guard, and a static display of a New Mexico National Guard UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter. 
 
NMDVS will also attend Albuquerque’s annual Memorial Day ceremony at the New Mexico Veterans Memorial 
Park, 1100 Louisiana SE, Albuquerque, NM 87108, where Veterans, military families, and community members 
will gather to remember and honor those who gave their lives in service to the nation. The Memorial Day Parade 
will begin at 9 a.m. at USS Bullhead Memorial Park and travel east along Gibson Boulevard to the Veterans  
Memorial Park. The parade will feature Veterans, active-duty military personnel, and community organizations in 
a show of remembrance and unity. The ceremony will follow at 10:30 a.m. and includes the presentation of  
colors, the national anthem, and remarks from guest speakers paying tribute to fallen service members and 
their enduring legacy. 
 
A listing of events around the state is below, and many event flyers are featured in the community bulletin board 
section of the newsletter. NMDVS encourages all New Mexicans to take time this Memorial Day weekend to at-
tend a ceremony or remembrance event in their community and join in honoring the service members who made 
the ultimate sacrifice in defense of our nation. 

Memorial Day Events 2026 
•Website: www.dvs.nm.gov •Facebook: NMDVSHealthcare2015  •Instagram: newmexicoveterans 

    Point of Contact  
  Thursday, May 21st    

   1:00 pm Mark Decker (505) 947-5179 

  Friday, May 22nd    

   8:00 am Sherilynne Juan (505) 446-3397 

  Saturday, May 23rd    

Albuquerque ceremony Historic Fairview Cemetery 9:30 am Karen Street (410)-844-3397 

Santa Fe flag placements Santa Fe National Cemetery 8:00 am Sergio Briones (505) 988-6400 

Santa Rosa ceremony David J. Flores Veterans Center 11:00 am Andrew Sanchez (575) 472-0380 

  Sunday, May 24th    
Questa ceremony Questa Healing Field/Hwy 522 1:00 pm Village of Questa (575) 586-0694 

https://www.dvs.nm.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/nmdvshealthcare2015
https://www.instagram.com/newmexicoveterans/


Memorial Day Events 2026 Continued 
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May is National Military Appreciation Month 
 

National Military Appreciation Month recognizes the service and sacrifice of those who have worn the uniform of 
the United States Armed Forces. In New Mexico, this month serves as a reminder of 
the state’s strong military and Veteran community and the generations of service 
members and families who continue to support and strengthen communities across 
the state. 
 
National Military Appreciation Month was officially established by Congress in 1999 
to encourage Americans to recognize and honor those who serve in the military. May 
was selected because it includes several important military observances, including 
Military Spouse Appreciation Day, Armed Forces Day, and Memorial Day. 
 
New Mexicans have proudly served in every branch of the military for generations and continue to support both 
federal missions and emergency response efforts here at home. Today, Veterans across the state continue serving 
their communities through leadership, volunteering, mentorship, and public service. The month also recognizes 
the important role military families play in supporting service members through deployments, training, and the 
challenges of military life. 
 
The New Mexico Department of Veterans’ Services remains committed to supporting Veterans and their families 
year-round by connecting them with benefits, health care resources, claims assistance, transportation services, 
and programs that ensure they receive the support they have earned through their service. 
 
During National Military Appreciation Month, NMDVS extends its gratitude to all who have served and continue to 
serve our nation. Thank you for your service and sacrifice. 

  Memorial Day, Monday, May 25th    

     (505) 768-4495 

     (505) 768-4495 

Angel Fire ceremony Angel Fire Vietnam Veterans Memorial 9:00 am Memorial Office (575) 377-2293 
Carlsbad parade P.R. Leyva School 9:00 am Alberto Villegas (575) 361-5848 

     (702) 701-1691 

     (702) 701-1691 

Española  ceremony Española  Veterans  Memorial Wall 11:00 am Memorial Wall (505)-747-9340 

      

Fort Bayard     (575) 537-3982 

     (970) 563-0100 

Las Cruces ceremony Veterans Memorial Park 7:30 pm City of Las Cruces (575) 541-2000 

  Mayhill Cemetery   (702) 701-1691 

    Jeremy Hurley (575) 626-5888 

  Memory Lawn Cemetery   (575) 495-3325 

  Weed Cemetery   (702) 701-1691 

  Santa Fe National Cemetery   (505) 988-6400 

  Shiprock Cemetery  Mark Decker (505) 947-5179 

  Shiprock Cemetery  Mark Decker (505) 947-5179 

  Veterans Memorial Park   (505) 728-1275 
  Monday, June 1st    

Window Rock     (928) 871-7307 



Veterans - Related & Memorial Day Weekend Programs 

New Mexico PBS / KNME -- Ch. 5.1, Ch. 5.4, Ch. 5.3 (FNX) & Streaming   
 Memorial Day Related Programs May 2026 

For Those Who Serve / Served and their Families, Friends & Communities  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NATIONAL MEMORIAL DAY CONCERT 2026 
Ch. 5.1 - 7:00pm & 8:30pm - Sunday, May 24 
America’s national night of remembrance, hosted by Tony Award-winner Joe Mantegna and Emmy Award-
winner Gary Sinise airs live from the West Lawn of the U.S. Capitol and honors the courage and sacrifice of gen-
erations of our military men and women, their families, and pays tribute to all who have given their lives in ser-
vice to our nation. The evening will feature powerful storytelling and musical salutes featuring world-renowned 
artists, with the National Symphony Orchestra, and a special commemoration of the country’s 250th Anniver-
sary, highlighting the all-volunteer force that won our independence in the American Revolution. 
 
THROUGH HIS EYES: WWII PHOTOGRAPHER DICK KENT 
Ch. 5.1 - 9:00pm - Monday, May 25 
A New Mexico story - From the beaches of D-Day to the liberation of Dachau, photographer Dick Kent captured 
some of the most dramatic moments of WWII before dedicating his career to documenting Albuquerque’s rapid 
post-war transformation. A COLORES! special. 
 
INDEPENDENT LENS “Third Act” 
Ch. 5.1 - 9:30pm - Monday, May 25 
Filmmaker Tadashi Nakamura chronicles his father, Robert A. Nakamura's life from WWII incarceration to  
becoming a pioneer of Asian American cinema, while navigating his Parkinson's diagnosis in his final chapter.  
 
1ST TO FIGHT: PACIFIC WAR MARINES 
Ch. 5.4 - 2:00pm - Saturday, May 23 
Experiences of the 1st Marine Division on the Pacific island of Guadalcanal in 1942. 
 
THEY VOLUNTEERED FOR THIS: MERRILL'S MARAUDERS 
Ch. 5.4 - 1:00pm - Monday, May 25 
Merrill's Marauders, one of World War II's most heroic units, fought in Burma in 1944 to 1945. 
 
TIMELESS PATRIOTISM: GUAM AND WORLD WAR II 
Ch. 5.4 - 2:00pm - Monday, May 25 
Get a look at how Guam dealt with the Japanese occupation of their island during WWII. 

 
For complete programing details, please visit www.nmpbs.org 
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http://www.nmpbs.org/


Upcoming NMDVS Veterans’ Benefits Outreach Visits  
 

NMDVS is scheduled to make the following outreach visits at the locations listed below.  
Veterans and/or their eligible dependents are encouraged to stop by to file for or inquire about VA  disability  
ratings, VA medical or mental health care, retiree pensions, military burials, and other VA benefits. 
 
Staff can also help with applying for state Veterans’ benefits such as discounted fishing and hunting licenses,  
Veterans’ license plates, property tax exemptions, state park passes, and many more state Veterans’ benefits.  
 
Please bring a copy of your DD-214, NA 13038, NOAA 56-16, PHS 1867, Certificate of Release or Discharge from  
Active Duty, which are necessary for filing all Veterans’ benefits claims. VA award letter showing percentage of  
disability, NM Driver’s License, ID, voter Registration card, and Widow/Widower copy of marriage and death  
certificates if applicable. NMDVS can help Veterans file for lost or misplaced DD 214s. 
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Veterans and their eligible dependents can contact any of the NMDVS field offices statewide listed on the last two 
pages of this newsletter. Each office is staffed by nationally accredited Veteran Service Officers (VSO’s), who can 
also offer assistance by phone or email.  
 
 
If you know of or are hosting a Veterans' or community event that would benefit from having a Veteran 
Service Officer on site to help answer questions on benefits available please contact DVS Field Services  
Director Robin Wilson at Robin.Wilson@dvs.nm.gov 

Artesia  5/20, 6/17, 7/15 United Veterans Hall, 402 W Hermosa Dr.  9am-4pm  

Carlsbad  5/13,  5/27, 6/10 VFW Post 8703, 1919 San Jose Blvd.  10am-3pm 

Carlsbad  5/28   Gerrells Center. 4012 National Parks Hwy. 9am-2pm 

Cannon AFB  5/12, 6/2, 6/9, 7/7 TAP Seminar, MFRC, 1554 Spear Loop  11am-12pm 

Capitan  7/29, 10/7, 11/4 Capitan Public Library, 101 E 2nd St.   10am-3pm 

Deming  5/13, 6/10, 7/8 Old VFW Bldg., 4045 Overhill Dr. NW  10am-1pm 

Deming  5/27, 6/24, 7/22 Luna County Senior Center, 800 Granite St. 10am-12:30pm 

Gallup   5/12, 6/9, 6/14 Vets Helping Vets, 908 E. Buena Vista Ave. 10am-11am  

Gallup   5/13   Vets Helping Vets, 908 E. Buena Vista Ave. 5:30pm-7:30pm 

Holloman AFB 5/20, 5/27  TAP Seminar, MFRC , W NM Ave., Bldg. 788  8:30am-10am 

Raton   5/20, 6/17, 7/15 Raton VA Clinic 1493 Whittier St.   10am-2pm 

Ruidoso  7/1, 9/2, 11/4  Ruidoso Community Ctr/501 Sudderth Dr. 10am-3pm 

Santa Rosa  5/13, 6/10, 7/8 Guadalupe County Veterans Ctr/720 Lake Dr.   10am-2pm 

Socorro/Belen 5/12, 6/9, 7/8  Forget Me Not Veteran Ctr/705 N. California 9am-1pm 

 

The following are weekly outreach visits: 

T or C Vet Home Wednesdays  State Veterans’ Home, 922 S. Broadway  9am-3pm 

mailto:robin.wilson@dvs.nm.gov
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Property Tax Exemptions and Lifetime Veteran Park Passes 
  
The New Mexico Department of Veterans’ Services (NMDVS) State Benefits Division is  
accepting applications for the Veterans property tax exemptions and the NM State Park  
Lifetime Veterans Pass. 
 
1. Property Tax Exemptions: 
The standard Veteran property tax exemption is now $10,000 and will adjust annually for  
inflation in 2026. Additionally, the Disabled Veteran Exemption allows eligible  
Veterans or their unmarried surviving spouses to apply for a tax exemption equal to the  
Veteran’s federal disability rating.  
Applications must be submitted to NMDVS and filed with your County Assessor. 
 
2. New Mexico State Park Lifetime Veterans Pass: 
Eligible New Mexico Veterans can apply for a free lifetime pass providing unlimited access to all state parks, in-
cluding day-use and overnight camping. Standard entry and camping fees are waived; however, reservation and 
special facility fees still apply. 
 
 Documents needed to verify eligibility for the benefits  
• A copy of DD-214, NA 13038, NOAA Form 56-16, or PHS Form 1867 
• Proof of New Mexico residency (driver’s license, voter registration, or state tax return) 
• VA Award Letter showing percentage of disability (only for tax exemption) 
• Widow/Widower copy of marriage and death certificates (only for tax exemption) 
 
NMDVS schedules Veteran property tax exemption events that are held throughout the state to explain changes 
and issue certificates. Applications for the New Mexico State Park Lifetime Veterans Pass will also be accepted 
and issued on-site to qualified Veterans. Information and assistance on federal and state benefits, local Veterans’ 
programs, and referral services are available at any of our field office locations.  
 
If you have questions, please call NMDVS at 505-827-6300 or 505-383-2400. Visit any of our field offices or visit 
nmdvs.org for more details and property tax exemption or park pass applications. 
 

 

June Tax Exemption Events 
 

Tax Exemption and State Benefits Events Schedule 
 

Grant County/Silver City 
5/19 Global Resource Center ABC Rooms, 1000 W. College Ave., Silver City, NM 88062 9am-3pm 
 
Sierra County/Truth or Consequences 
5/20 New Mexico State Veterans Home, 922 South Broadway, T or C, NM 87901     9am-3pm  
 

https://www.nmdvs.org/


 New Mexico State Cemeteries Receive Stewardship Awards  
 

The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs’ National Cemetery Administration recognized the Gallup, Fort Stanton, 
and Angel Fire State Veterans Cemeteries with the Stewardship Award for Excellence in Operations.  
This recognition reflects the dedication and professionalism of New Mexico Department of Veterans’ Services 
staff across the state. 
 
The Stewardship Award is a national honor that recognizes cemeteries meeting the highest standards for  
operations, maintenance, and service to Veterans and their families. Recipients are selected through a rigorous, 
independent compliance review that evaluates performance in key areas including customer service, admin-
istration, and grounds management. 
 
Fort Stanton State Veterans Cemetery achieved a 100 percent compliance audit score in both critical and  
noncritical categories and was also recognized for its overall operations, cleanliness, and appearance. Angel 
Fire and Gallup State Veterans Cemeteries each earned a compliance score of 100 percent in critical standards 
and 98 percent in noncritical standards. The awards were presented in person by Glenn R. Powers, Deputy  
Under Secretary for Field Programs and Cemetery Operations. Presentations took place at Angel Fire on April 
29th, Fort Stanton on April 30th, and Gallup on May 1st. 
 
This recognition reflects the work of leadership and frontline staff across the state, whose commitment ensures 
that New Mexico’s Veterans and their families are served with care, respect, and professionalism. 
“Together, these teams ensure New Mexico’s Veterans and their families are served with the highest level of 
care,” said Jamison Herrera, Cabinet Secretary of the New Mexico Department of Veterans’ Services. 
 
NMDVS leadership supporting this effort includes: 
Jamison Herrera, Cabinet Secretary 
Eric James, Deputy Cabinet Secretary 
Ed Mendez, Director of Benefits 
David Walker, Bureau Chief of Cemeteries and Monuments 
 
Angel Fire State Veterans Cemetery staff: 
Randy Myklebust, Interment Supervisor 
Nicole Wilson, Interment Specialist II 
Andrew Taylor, Interment Specialist I 
 
Fort Stanton State Veterans Cemetery staff: 
Steve McConnell, Interment Supervisor 
Mark Sierra, Interment Specialist II 
Adam Mitchell, Interment Specialist I 
 
Gallup State Veterans Cemetery staff: 
Gilbert Lopez, Interment Supervisor 
Rocky Thompson, Interment Specialist II 
Anthony Jim, Interment Specialist I 
 
The New Mexico Department of Veterans’ Services (NMDVS) is proud of the teams behind this achievement, as 
it reflects the dedication of NMDVS staff statewide and affirms our commitment to honoring all veterans with 
dignity and respect. 
 
Learn more about NMDVS cemeteries and memorials at www.dvs.nm.gov/cemetery  
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New Mexico State Cemeteries Receive Stewardship Awards   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fort Stanton (from left): Adam Mitchell; David Walker, 
Bureau Chief of Cemeteries and Monuments ; Steve 
McConnell, Interment Supervisor ; Glenn R. Powers, 
Deputy Under Secretary for Field Programs and Cem-
etery Operations; Ed Mendez, Director of Benefits ; 

Angel Fire (from left): Eric James, NMDVS Deputy 
Cabinet Secretary; Nicole Wilson; Andrew Taylor;  
Randy Myklebust, Interment Supervisor; Glenn R. 
Powers, Deputy Under Secretary for Field Programs 
and Cemetery Operations; David Walker, Bureau 
Chief of Cemeteries and Monuments; Ed Mendez, 

Gallup: (from left to right): Jamison Herrera, NMDVS 
Cabinet Secretary; Gilbert Lopez, Interment Supervi-
sor; Rocky Thompson; Glenn R. Powers, Deputy Un-
der Secretary for Field Programs and Cemetery Oper-
ations; David Walker, Bureau Chief of Cemeteries and 
Monuments. 

New Mexico Cemeteries: (right from top to bottom):  
Gallup State Veterans Cemetery; Fort Stanton State 
Veterans Cemetery; Angel Fire State Veterans Ceme-
tery. 



Mental Health Awareness Month 
  

May is Mental Health Awareness Month, a reminder that mental health is 
just as important as physical health. Veterans can face challenges such 
as stress, depression, anxiety, post-traumatic stress, isolation, and  
difficulties adjusting after military service. Reaching out for support is a 
sign of strength, and help is available before a situation becomes a crisis. 
 
Mental Health Awareness Month was established to raise awareness,  
reduce stigma, and encourage people to seek support when needed.  
This year’s national message from the Substance Abuse and Mental 
Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), “See the Person. Support the 
Journey,” encourages compassion, connection, and understanding. 
 

Veterans often spend years caring for others and pushing through difficult situations without asking for help 
themselves. Mental health challenges can affect anyone, regardless of age, branch of service, combat  
experience, or time in uniform. Seeking support early can make a meaningful difference. 
 
You do not have to wait until things feel overwhelming to talk to someone. Support is available 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week. Veterans in crisis, or anyone concerned about a Veteran, can call or text 988 and press 1 to 
connect with the Veterans Crisis Line. In New Mexico, individuals can also call 1-855-NMCRISIS (662-7474) for 
free, confidential support is available 24 hours a day. 
 
Additional resources are available through: 
Veterans Crisis Line 
VA Mental Health Resources  
 
The New Mexico Department of Veterans’ Services Healthcare Coordination Division assists and advocates for 
Veterans and their families with healthcare-related needs, including housing, suicide prevention, transportation, 
outreach, and healthcare access. Learn more at the New Mexico Department of Veterans’ Services Healthcare 
Coordination Division here: https://www.dvs.nm.gov/healthcare-coordination/  
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Isotopes Military Appreciation Day May 17th 
 

Join the New Mexico Department of Veterans’ Services for 2026 Military & Veter-
ans Appreciation Day at Isotopes Park on Sunday, May 17, 2026, as we honor the 
service and sacrifice of New Mexico’s Veterans, active-duty service members, and 
military families. 
 
Enjoy an afternoon of baseball, family fun, and community as the Albuquerque 
Isotopes take on the Oklahoma City Comets on Sunday, May 17, 2026. Gates 
open at 12:30 p.m., with first pitch at 1:35 p.m. Fans can also enjoy a post game 
Kids Fun Run, weather permitting.  
 
The Isotopes are offering special discounted tickets for active duty service members, Veterans, and their families 
with ID.me verification from this site: https://www.gofevo.com/event/2026ABQMilitary?ref=DSTORM  
 
Military ID holders can also receive the discount in person at the Isotopes Park Box Office, Monday through Fri-
day, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Accepted forms of identification include a Uniformed Services Retiree ID Card,  
a driver’s license with a Veteran designation, a VA Veterans Health ID Card, or a DD-214 separation papers. 
 

 

Military and Veterans Day 2025 

https://www.veteranscrisisline.net/
https://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/index.asp?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=search-va&utm_content=mental-health&utm_term=va%20therapy&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIk7flzLbE7QIVzvDACh3J7g0BEAAYAiAAEgJigfD_BwE
https://www.dvs.nm.gov/healthcare-coordination/
https://www.gofevo.com/event/2026ABQMilitary?ref=DSTORM
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 Women Veterans Corner 
“Connecting Women Veterans — One Story at a Time.”  

Amberly Viner, Women Veteran Program Manager  
 

 
 

Did you know:  
May is recognized as Military Appreciation Month, a time dedicated to honoring all who have served, including the 
growing population of women Veterans. Today, women make up more than 12% of the Veteran population, and 
many continue their service beyond the military as mothers, leaders, and community advocates. Memorial Day, 
observed on the last Monday of May, also honors the men and women who gave their lives in service to our  
nation, including the countless women whose sacrifices helped shape our military history. 
 
Topic of the Month: 
“Honoring Service, Strength, and Sacrifice”  
May is a month of reflection, recognition, and gratitude as we celebrate Military Appreciation Month and  
honor the many roles women Veterans carry both in and out of uniform. It is a time to acknowledge not only their 
service to our nation, but also the strength, resilience, and leadership they bring to their families and  
communities every day. 
 
For many women Veterans, service does not end when the uniform comes off—it evolves. In May, we recognize 
the unique and powerful role of women who are also mothers, mentors, caregivers, and leaders. Mother’s Day 
offers an opportunity to celebrate the strength and compassion of women who have balanced the demands of 
military service with raising families, often navigating challenges with unwavering dedication and grace. Their 
ability to lead at home and in service is a testament to their resilience and commitment. 
 
At the same time, Memorial Day calls us to pause and honor those who made the ultimate sacrifice. Women have 
served in every conflict, and many have given their lives in defense of our nation. This solemn day reminds us of 
the cost of freedom and the courage of those who stood in its defense. It is also a time to reflect on the bonds 
shared among service members and to honor the legacy of those we have lost. 
 
Throughout this month, we recognize that women Veterans embody a legacy of service that extends far beyond 
their time in uniform. They continue to strengthen our communities through leadership, advocacy, and support 
for one another. By sharing their stories, lifting each other up, and staying connected, we honor not only their  
service but also their continued impact. 
 
“There is no limit to what we, as women, can accomplish.”  — Michelle Obama  
 
 
The New Mexico Department of Veterans’ Services Women Veterans Program (WVP) is dedicated to serving 
women Veterans and their families with dignity, respect, and excellence. As a primary point of contact, WVP  
provides advocacy and individualized support to help women Veterans navigate challenges faced during and after  
military service. 
 
Through partnerships with federal, state, and community organizations, the program connects women Veterans 
to earned benefits, health care, mentorship, education, employment resources, and peer support networks. 
Women Veterans seeking assistance or connection to resources are encouraged to visit dvs.nm.gov to learn 
more. 

 

https://www.dvs.nm.gov/
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Military Women’s Memorial, Preserving Her Story 
 
The New Mexico Department of Veterans’ Services needs 
your support in  honoring the lasting contribution of women in 
uniform by preserving their stories. Our state is home to  
thousands of incredible servicewomen, and their legacies 
and service deserve to be remembered.  
 
For more than 30 years, the Military Women’s Memorial has 
collected names, photos, service records, and personal  
experiences of women who answered the call to serve.  
This permanent archive is the only one of its kind, ensuring 
“HERstory” is recognized as an essential part of America’s 
story.  
 

Registration is free and easy. If you are a woman who has served, add your story to the Military Women’s  
National Digital Repository. By sharing your experience, you help shine a light on women’s service and inspire 
future generations of New Mexicans.  
 
Your service matters. Your story inspires. Your legacy deserves to be remembered. 
 
Visit womensmemorial.org to share your story and help preserve the history of women Veterans. 

womensmemorial.org


Native American Training Institute Veterans Symposium 
 
The New Mexico Department of Veterans’ Services (NMDVS) was honored to  
participate in the Native American Training Institute (NATI) Veterans Symposium 
held on Friday, May 1, at Isleta Resort and Casino. The gathering brought together  
Native American Veterans, community leaders, advocates, and service providers 
from across the state for a time of connection and honoring military service. 
 
The Navajo Nation Women Veterans opened the symposium with a traditional 
Posting of Colors, followed by a land acknowledgment, invocation, and  
recognition of fallen comrades. Speakers included The Honorable Alan Martinez, 
New Mexico State Representative for District 23; Brig. Gen. (Ret.) Jack Fox, former 
NMDVS Cabinet Secretary; Beverly Charley, NMDVS Tribal Liaison; Robin Wilson, 
NMDVS Director of Field Services; and Patrick Trujillo, CEO and President of NATI. 
Presentations covered topics including women’s health, suicide prevention,  
legacy planning, and available Veterans benefits and services. 
 
NMDVS staff and accredited Veterans Service Officers were on-site, providing  
information and assistance to Veterans and family members regarding state and 
federal benefits, health care, and other support services. 
 
One of the most meaningful moments of the symposium was a Celebration of Life 
honoring Ramus Suina, former Governor of Cochiti Pueblo and a longtime  
advocate for Native American Veterans. Suina dedicated decades of service to 
advancing health, education, and support programs for Native communities and 
Veterans across New Mexico. During the ceremony, the Suina family was  
presented with a handmade Sioux Star Quilt on behalf of the NATI Board in  
recognition of his lasting impact and commitment to helping Veterans. 
 
The symposium also featured a flag-folding demonstration by the New Mexico 
National Guard Military Funeral Honors Team and a screening of “Honor Song”, 
presented by the film’s director, U.S. Air Force Veteran Ryan Begay.  
The documentary highlights the long history of Native American military service , 
cultural identity and the strong tradition of service among Native American wom-
en. The event concluded with closing remarks, prayer, and the playing of Taps, 
reinforcing the symposium’s message of remembrance, service, and community. 
 
NMDVS is grateful for the opportunity to support those who served and strengthen 
outreach to Tribal communities across New Mexico.  
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Take Your First Step Toward Entrepreneurship 
 
Offered through the New Mexico Veterans Business Outreach Center (VBOC), Boots 
to Business is a free, two-day foundational entrepreneurship course designed for  
transitioning service members, veterans, National Guard and Reserve members, and  
military spouses interested in starting or growing a small business. 
 
Participants will gain essential knowledge on the core principles of business owner-

ship, including how to evaluate the feasibility of a business idea and how to develop a strategic business plan—an 
indispensable tool for any new or expanding venture. The curriculum also covers key topics such as securing start-
up or growth capital, accessing technical assistance, and exploring federal contracting opportunities. 
 
Join us for one of our dynamic, full-day sessions, typically held from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Please note that on-
base access is required for classes held at military installations. 
 
Whether you're just beginning your entrepreneurial journey or looking to expand your business, we’re here to help 
guide your next steps. For more information about the Boots to Business program or to register, please contact 
VBOC Advisor Christina Stover at christina.stover@dvs.nm.gov or call (505) 469-8501. 
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City Dates Location 

*Albuquerque, NM May 12th  Boots to Business Kirtland AFB Consolidated Services Bldg. 

Albuquerque May 14th & 15th Military Spouse Training 2000 Zearing Ave. NW, 87104 

*Alamogordo, NM May 28th & 29th  Holloman AFB M&FR building 

* Participants will require base access 
Funded in part through a Cooperative Agreement with the U.S. Small Business Administration. 

 

 

 

mailto:mchristina.stover@dvs.nm.gov


Spring Honor Guard Training Conference and Competition  
 
Honor Guard teams from across New Mexico gathered in Las Cruces on April 24 for 
the New Mexico Department of Veterans’ Services (NMDVS) 17th Semi-Annual  
Honor Guard Training Conference and Competition. Held at Sonoma Ranch Golf 
Course and sponsored by AARP, the event featured a day of hands-on training, 
teamwork, and competition, underscoring a continued commitment to ensuring 
that Veterans receive the honors they have earned. 
 

Maj. Trevor Thompson emceed the event, guiding the day’s program and setting a pro-
fessional tone. Edward Mendez, NMDVS Director of State Benefits, opened the confer-
ence with remarks emphasizing the importance of precision and respect in rendering 
Military Funeral Honors. The New Mexico Army National Guard Military Funeral Honors 
Team program, led by Sgt. Ivan Cano Rubio with Spc. Dakota Lucero and Lt. Col. James 
Chavez followed with a live demonstration of proper honors and techniques, reinforcing 
the high standards expected of all participating teams. 
 
After training, each team rendered honors at a mock funeral. Their performances were 
graded by a panel of judges on how the teams executed the flag fold, flag presentation, 
the playing of Taps, and, in the case of larger units, the firing of a rifle volley. NMDVS 
manages and supports 29 all-volunteer Honor Guard teams across New Mexico, each 
committed to ensuring Veterans receive the honors they have earned.  
 
Congratulations to this year’s first-place winners: 
Small Division: Marine Corps League Detachment 478, El Pedro Diablo (Las Cruces) 
Medium Division: Marine Corps League Detachment 478, El Pedro Diablo (Las Cruces) 
Large Division: American Legion Post 13 (Albuquerque) 
Bugle Competition: Ralph Harris, Buglers Across America 
 
Thank you to members of the Carlsbad, Silver City, Santa Fe Post 12 and Tse Alnaozti’i’ honor guards for  
attending. Events like this ensure our Honor Guard teams remain prepared to carry out one of the most sacred 
duties in military service, honoring Veterans and their families with professionalism, respect, and care. 
 
The fall training conference will be held in Albuquerque, with more information to follow on our website at 
dvs.nm.gov. Thank you to the New Mexico Army National Guard Military Funeral Honors Team and AARP for their 
support and collaboration. 
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 Spring Honor Guard Training Conference and Competition 

 

 

First place small division: Marine Corps League De-
tachment 478, El Pedro Diablo/Las Cruces (from left to 
right): David Walker, NMDVS Cemetery and Memorials 
Bureau Chief; Gilbert Terrin; Frank Brennan; Richard 
Turk; Jeff George, NMDVS Benefits Bureau Chief. 

First place medium division: Marine Corps League De-
tachment 478, El Pedro Diablo/Las Cruces (from left to 
right): David Walker, NMDVS Cemetery and Memorials 
Bureau Chief; Bruce Kemper; Larry Rodriguez; Arthur 
Durante; Gilbert Terrin; Jeffrey Eakman; Frank Brennan; 
Richard Turk; Clemente Morales; Don Marquez; Joe 
Mendiola; Jeff George, NMDVS Benefits Bureau Chief. 
 

First place large division: American Legion Post 13/
Albuquerque (from left to right): David Walker, NMDVS 
Cemetery and Memorials Bureau Chief; Diana Wong; 
Jacob Rothstein; Peter Cortes; Dale Ballard; Valentina 
Garcia; Sean Kassebaum; Alfredo Gomez; Ramona 
Dongog; Jan Jourdain; Jeff George, NMDVS Benefits    
Bureau Chief. 

Top “live” bugler honors went to Ralph Harris of Bu-
glers Across America (from left to right): David Walker, 
NMDVS Cemetery and Memorials Bureau Chief; Ralph 
Harris, First Sergeant, U.S. Army (Ret.); Jeff George, 
NMDVS Benefits Bureau Chief. 



Annual NMDVS Veteran Conference 
 
Veterans, advocates, and service providers from across New Mexico 
gathered in Las Cruces on April 17–18 for the New Mexico  
Department of Veterans’ Services’ 2026 Annual Veterans Conference 
at Hotel Encanto de Las Cruces. 
 
The annual event focused on connecting Veterans and their families 
with the information, services, and organizations that help support 
New Mexico’s Veteran community. This year’s conference theme, 
“Empowering Every Veteran, Enriching Every Community,” reflected 
the event’s emphasis on expanding access to care, benefits, and 
community partnerships throughout the state. 
 
Over the two-day conference, attendees heard updates on legislation 
affecting Veterans, available state and federal benefits, and  
programs offered by community organizations and partner agencies. 
Veterans also had opportunities to speak directly with accredited 
Veteran Service Officers and NMDVS staff about VA disability claims, 
health care enrollment, property tax exemptions, and other benefits. 
 
Several presentations highlighted issues affecting specific Veteran 
populations and emerging support resources. Deborah O’Callaghan, 
Director of the Las Cruces Vet Center, led a discussion focused on 
women Veterans’ mental health, while Katy Freytag of the New  
Mexico Department of Health presented information on the state’s 
medical cannabis program and its use in treating PTSD and other 
mental health challenges. Additional sessions addressed VA tribal 
housing resources and support available to Native American  
Veterans and underserved communities across New Mexico. 
 
The conference also included special recognition honoring Las  
Cruces resident Louis Massengale for his military service and lifelong 
contributions to his community. NMDVS Cabinet Secretary Jamison 
Herrera presented Massengale with an award of appreciation for his 
distinguished military career and his recent 100th birthday. 
 
Massengale served in the U.S. Navy during World War II, then in the 
U.S. Marine Corps during the Korean and Vietnam Wars. As one of 
the Montford Point Marines, among the first African Americans to 
serve in the Marine Corps, he helped break racial barriers within the 
Armed Forces and later received the Congressional Gold Medal for 
his service and sacrifice. 
 
NMDVS thanks the Veterans, families, exhibitors, and community 
organizations who participated in this year’s conference and who 
continue to support Veterans throughout New Mexico. 
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 Bataan Remembrance Ceremony Honors New Mexico’s 
Legacy of Service and Sacrifice 

 
The New Mexico National Guard (NMNG), in partnership with the New Mexico Department of Veterans’ Services 
(NMDVS), welcomed Veterans, families, and community members at the Bataan Memorial Building in Santa Fe 
on April 9th to honor one of the most defining chapters in the state’s military history. 
 
Each year, New Mexicans gather to remember the Soldiers of the 200th and 515th Coast Artillery Regiments 
who deployed to the Philippines in 1941. After months of fierce fighting against Japanese forces, Allied troops 
surrendered on April 9, 1942. Thousands were taken prisoner and forced into the Bataan Death March. Nearly 
1,800 of those captured were New Mexicans. Their courage, resilience, and sacrifice continue to shape the  
legacy of military service in our state. 
 
This year’s ceremony at the eternal flame recognized that legacy and reinforced the importance of remem-
brance for future generations. Speakers included The Honorable Michael Garcia, Mayor of Santa Fe; Brigadier 
General Nathaniel Carper, Deputy Adjutant General, NMNG; and Brigadier General (Ret.) Jamison Herrera, Cabi-
net Secretary of the New Mexico Department of Veterans’ Services. Each reflected on the enduring impact of  
Bataan and the responsibility to carry forward the stories of those who served. 
 
Following the ceremony, attendees were invited to view a special exhibition, The Last of the 200th: Valdemar 
DeHerrera, located in the breezeway outside the New Mexico Department of Veterans’ Services at 407 Galisteo 
Street. The exhibition honors the life and legacy of Valdemar DeHerrera, New Mexico’s last living Bataan  
Veteran. 
 
DeHerrera, who passed away on July 15, 2025, at the age of 105, lived a life defined by service, family, and  
community. His story represents more than one individual experience. It reflects the strength, endurance,  
and sacrifice of an entire generation of Americans who answered the call during World War II. 
 
A reception and lecture followed at the New Mexico Military Museum, offering attendees an opportunity to  
further reflect on DeHerrera’s life and the broader history of Bataan. 
 
Through ceremonies like this and exhibitions that preserve these stories, NMDVS continues its commitment to 
honoring New Mexico’s Veterans and ensuring their legacy remains a lasting part of our state’s history. 
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The New Mexico Department of Veterans’ Services (NMDVS) recognizes Benefits Division Business Operations 
Specialist, Deja Rangel for her exceptional reliability, professionalism, and dedication to service. Deja consist-
ently demonstrates strong follow-through, adaptability, and a commitment to supporting the Benefits Office, the 
Cemetery and Memorial programs team, and the Veterans we serve. Deja has provided top-notch service to our 
Honor Guard teams; she supports our Forgotten Heroes program as a committee member and is always willing 
to step up and volunteer to assist in our outreach efforts.  
 
Ed Mendez, NMDVS Director of Veterans State Benefits, shared, “Deja’s steady leadership, professionalism, and 
genuine care make a real difference in our daily operations. Her work ethic and positive spirit are invaluable to 
the department and to our agency’s mission.”  
 
How long have you been with the agency?  
I’ve been with NMDVS for just over one and a half years.  I was previously the Deputy Direc-
tor of Red Rock Park for the City of Gallup/McKinley County.  
 
What do you enjoy most about your work with NMDVS? 
I enjoy working with the Benefits division team here at NMDVS. We do a lot of work for vet-
erans’ cemeteries and honor guard teams, so there is never a slow day in the office, but 
coming to work doesn’t feel like work when you work with a team that keeps the days light 
and fun.  
 
What is your connection to the Veteran community?  
I have many family members who have served in the Army & Marines; however, my closest 
connections are those of my grandfather, George Torres, who served in the Army during 
Vietnam, and my husband, who is an SSG in the AGR program for the NM National Guard. 
 
Please tell us a little about yourself, and what you enjoy doing in your free time? 
I am the middle child of three children, with an older brother and younger sister. I grew up 
in Gallup, NM, and attended college at NMSU. My husband and I have three cats (Ranger, 
Scout, and Tilly) and two dogs (Gunny and Cujo). I enjoy all the “grandma” hobbies! In my 
spare time, you can find me crocheting, doing embroidery, or reading if I’m at home. If we 
aren’t at home, my husband and I are typically on the road to one of our favorite camping 
sites for a weekend of hiking and fishing or out crewing/flying with our favorite hot air bal-
loons, Air Rocky Top & Princess Peach.  
 
Three words to describe you? 
Cool, Calm, and Chill. At work, I’m attentive, receptive, and knowledgeable. 
 

 
NMDVS is hiring! View new job postings on the State of New Mexico careers page here. 

 
 

https://careers.share.nm.gov/psc/hprdcg/EMPLOYEE/HRMS/c/HRS_HRAM_FL.HRS_CG_SEARCH_FL.GBL?Page=HRS_APP_SCHJOB_FL&FOCUS=Applicant
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Protecting Survivors from VA Benefits Scams 

Scammers often target surviving family members shortly after a Veteran’s death, when benefit payments are is-
sued, and when grief can make some people more vulnerable to manipulation. The scammers may claim military 
authority or a shared service experience to gain trust, using high-pressure tactics to create a sense of urgency 
and forcing victims to make quick decisions. They often contact survivors via social media, email, text or phone. 
 
The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) reminds families that many memorial and survivor benefits are  
provided at no cost, including burial in a VA national cemetery, military funeral honors, burial allowances,  
headstones or markers, Presidential Memorial Certificates, and survivor benefits. Always rely on official  
government sources for accurate information. 
 
How to avoid scams: 
• Use only official websites (look for “https://” and the U.S. government banner). 
• Never share personal information with unverified individuals. 
• Do not sign blank forms.  
• Do not pay for benefits that VA provides for free. 
• Learn more about burial benefits in the VA’s “Glad You Asked” video. 
 
Plan ahead: 
Veterans can help protect their families from survivor-related fraud by applying in advance for burial in a VA na-
tional cemetery. This process, known as a pre-need determination of eligibility for burial, helps simplify burial 
planning for family members during a difficult time. Veterans can complete the VA From 40-10007 and submit the 
required supporting documentation to VA by: 
• Mail: NCA Intake Center, P.O. Box 5237, Janesville, WI 53547. 
• Fax: National Cemetery Scheduling Office at 1-855-840-8299. 
 
Report a Veteran’s death promptly: 
Family members should report a Veteran’s death to VA as soon as possible to ensure VA stops benefits  
payments. If the death is not reported promptly, a survivor, fiduciary or executor of the Veteran’s estate may be 
responsible for repaying any overpayments that are issued. 
 
• Call: 1-800-827-1000 (Option 5) 
• Mail: VA Claims Intake Center, PO Box 4444, Janesville, WI 53547-4444 
• Or visit a VA regional office 
 
Report on suspected fraud: 
• VA: 1-800-827-1000 
• FTC: reportfraud.ftc.gov 
• Contact VSAFE: VSAFE.gov or 1-833-38V-SAFE 
 
Staying informed and using official VA resources can help protect families and ensure they receive the benefits 
they have earned. For complete article: https://news.va.gov/146288/scams-target-surviving-family-members/  

https://youtu.be/vhCwlxfkns8
https://www.va.gov/vaforms/va/pdf/VA%20Form%2040-10007.pdf
https://news.va.gov/146288/scams-target-surviving-family-members/
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VA Travel Reimbursement Program Helps Veterans Access 
Health Care  

Traveling to medical appointments can create financial challenges for many veterans, especially those who must 
drive long distances for specialty care or recurring treatment. The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs Beneficiary 
Travel program helps reduce that burden by reimbursing eligible veterans for mileage and approved travel-related 
expenses connected to VA health care appointments. 
 
In addition to mileage reimbursement for privately owned vehicles, veterans may also qualify for payment or  
reimbursement of approved expenses such as parking fees, tolls, public transportation, meals, and lodging when 
medically necessary and authorized. Reimbursement rates are determined by the VA and may change  
periodically. 
 
Veterans may qualify for Beneficiary Travel reimbursement if they meet one or more of the following  
conditions: 
• Have a VA disability rating of 30% or higher 

• Are traveling for treatment of a service-connected condition 

• Receive a VA pension 

• Meet VA financial hardship guidelines 

• Are traveling for a scheduled compensation and pension (C&P) examination 

• Are medically unable to travel by standard transportation methods and require special transportation ar-

rangements approved by the VA 

 
The program covers travel to: 
• VA medical centers and clinics 

• Community care appointments authorized by the VA 

• VA-approved dental appointments 

• Compensation and pension examinations 

• Certain approved non-VA health care appointments 

 
Veterans are encouraged to file travel claims within 30 days of their appointment date. Claims can be submitted 
online through the VA’s Beneficiary Travel Self Service System (BTSSS), by mail, in person at a VA facility, or 
through the VA Health and Benefits mobile app. Direct deposit remains the fastest way for veterans to receive  
reimbursement payments. 
 
The VA’s online Beneficiary Travel Self Service System allows veterans to manage claims electronically, upload 
receipts, review claim status, and receive updates without visiting a VA office. Veterans using the system will 
need a Login.gov or ID.me account to sign in. More information on eligibility, filing, and managing travel  
reimbursement claims can be found here: https://www.va.gov/health-care/file-travel-pay-reimbursement/  
 
Veterans are encouraged to review the additional guides and step-by-step resources on the following pages for 
more information on eligibility requirements, filing travel claims, using the Beneficiary Travel Self Service System, 
and accessing other VA travel reimbursement tools and services. 

https://www.va.gov/health-care/file-travel-pay-reimbursement/
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The following pages feature events and informational flyers provided to the New Mexico Department 
of Veterans’ Services (NMDVS) by Veterans and community service agencies.  These flyers are pub-
lished for the convenience of New Mexico’s Veteran community. Inclusion in The Guardian does not 
constitute an endorsement by NMDVS of the organization, content, products, or services contained 
therein.  
  
NMDVS invites government agencies and non-profit service organizations to send flyers for publica-
tion in The Guardian announcing an upcoming or ongoing Veteran-related event. NMDVS will run 
these flyers as a public service courtesy to the Veteran community.  
  
Please note: 
  
· Flyers must have the name of a point-of-contact from the organization…along with the contact’s 

phone number or email address. Flyers without this information will not be published. 
  
· NMDVS is not responsible for the accuracy of the content, products, or services in these flyers.  
  
· Views expressed in these flyers are the independent views of the authors/owners of the third-party 

entity that created the flyer and do not necessarily reflect the views of NMDVS.  
  
· To the maximum extent permitted by law, NMDVS expressly denies liability for any losses suffered 

by any persons or organizations who, in their independent discretion and reliance, either directly 
or indirectly rely on content, products, services, or information offered by these independent 
third-party organizations. 

  
· NMDVS reserves the right to edit or decline to publish any flyer.  
 
Please send you submissions to DVS.PIO@dvs.nm.gov 
 
 

mailto:DVS.PIO@dvs.nm.gov
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https://www.nmnga.net/event-info/2026-nmnga-spring-golf-tournament
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Women Veterans Enrollment Initiative in the Southwest Friday, July 24, 2026, and Saturday, July 25, 2026. At the 
Henry B. Gonzalez Convention Center, San Antonio, TX. No cost to register click here for more information:   

https://whova.com/portal/registration/bIpBmx5GL4oTJcmYk45h/?fbclid=IwY2xjawRcgjxleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETI0aWcyR2FuclBXekxraHF1c3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHuQVXUeW15y7U3ZXmUHvDfHG2OnOlVZ5WHtWApXUh-I9n2F8VxIDl_rSgmAF_aem_URZBTNf2-mBgQeh_qVxuDg
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwhova.com%2Fportal%2Fregistration%2FbIpBmx5GL4oTJcmYk45h%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEyNGlnMkdhbnJQV3pMa2hxdXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7kFV1Hltecu1N2V5lB7w3xxtjpzpVWeVh7VgKV1IfiPZ9hfFcSA5
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NMDVS Field Offices in New Mexico 
NMDVS has field offices throughout the state that are staffed with  
nationally accredited veterans service officers VSOs) dedicated to helping Veterans 
with filing VA claims, applying for state Veterans benefits, or with  anything else a 
Veteran or their family needs.   
Office hours are Monday-Friday from 8am-5pm, (excluding holidays). Though this  
service is free, appointments are required and can be made by contacting the  
VSOs below.  Please note: VSOs can also provide help by phone or email for  
any Veteran or eligible dependent anywhere in New Mexico. 
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Alamogordo/Southeast NM Alamogordo/Southeast NM Albuquerque Metro Area  

David Henley  Matthew Quinn (VSO I) May Chavez (ABQ Metro Supervisor)  
411 10th Street #107                                           411 10th Street #107                                           Pinetree Corporate Center/Bldg. 2                 

4801 Indian School Rd. NE/2nd Floor  
 

575-937-5620  (575) 546-8367 (505) 527-2302  
david.henley@dvs.nm.gov matthew.quinn@dvs.nm.gov helen.chavez@dvs.nm.gov  
    
Albuquerque Metro Area Albuquerque Metro Area Albuquerque Metro Area  
Adam Calderon La Sondra Menchego Calvin James 
Good Will Office 
5000 San Mateo Blvd. NE 

Pinetree Corporate Center/Bldg. 2                 
4801 Indian School Rd. NE/2nd Floor  

Pinetree Corporate Center/Bldg. 2                 
4801 Indian School Rd. NE/2nd Floor  

(505) 274-0393 (505) 525-3331 (505) 681-0499 
adam.calderon@dvs.nm.gov lasondra.menchego@dvs.nm.gov calvin.james@dvs.nm.gov 
   
Albuquerque Metro Area Albuquerque (VARO) Albuquerque (VA Hospital) 
John Membrila (VSO I) Eric Ballheimer James Brandon 
Pinetree Corporate Center/Bldg. 2                 
4801 Indian School Rd. NE/2nd Floor  

Dennis Chavez Federal Bldg. 
500 Gold Ave. SW/3rd Floor 

Raymond G. Murphy VA Medical Ctr. 
1501 San Pedro Dr. SE  

(505) 584-2153 (505) 479-0672 (505) 623-1729 
john.membrila@dvs.nm.gov eric.ballheimer@dvs.nm.gov james.brandon@dvs.nm.gov 
       (no appointment needed) 
   
Albuquerque/Mobile Unit Albuquerque/Mobile Unit Belen/ABQ Metro & Central NM 
Alex Fontaine Jason Liddel Rob Miller (Central/Mobile Supervisor) 
Pinetree Corporate Center/Bldg. 2                 
4801 Indian School Rd. NE/2nd Floor  

Pinetree Corporate Center/Bldg. 2                 
4801 Indian School Rd. NE/2nd Floor  

Belen Business Center 
719 South Main St. 

(505) 470-7503 (505) 490-7532 (505) 537-9339 
carl.fontaine@dvs.nm.gov Jason.liddell@dvs.nm.gov rob.miller@dvs.nm.gov 
   
Clovis/Southeast NM Clovis/Southeast NM Farmington/Northwest NM 
Matt Barela (SE Supervisor) Ben Padilla Ambrose Oliver 
904 W. Sixth St. 904 W. Sixth St. 1800 East 30th St. 

(575) 825-9602                        (505) 537-1445      (505) 916-4835 
matthew.barela@dvs.nm.gov ben.padilla@dvs.nm.gov ambrose.oliver@dvs.nm.gov 
 (continued on next page)  

mailto:rob.miller@dvs.nm.gov
mailto:matthew.quinn@dvs.nm.gov
mailto:helen.chavez@dvs.nm.gov
mailto:adam.calderon@dvs.nm.gov
mailto:lasondra.menchego@dvs.nm.gov
mailto:calvin.james@dvs.nm.gov
mailto:john.membrila@dvs.nm.gov
mailto:eric.ballheimer@dvs.nm.gov
mailto:james.brandon@dvs.nm.gov
mailto:carl.fontaine@dvs.nm.gov
mailto:jason.liddell@dvs.nm.gov%09jason.liddell@dvs.nm.gov
mailto:rob.miller@dvs.nm.gov
mailto:matthew.barela@dvs.nm.gov
mailto:ben.padilla@dvs.nm.gov
mailto:ambrose.oliver@dvs.nm.gov
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NMDVS women veterans program   
is committed to making sure  
women veterans have equitable 
access to programs and services 
and claims-filing for women. 

Farmington/Northwest NM Gallup/Northwest NM Grants/Northwest NM  
Jenny Iser  John Livingston (NW Supervisor) Vacant  
1800 East 30th St. 908 E. Buena Vista Ave/Room 1A 551 Washington Ave.   
(505) 327-2861 505-389-8731 (505) 521-8132  
jenny.iser@dvs.nm.gov John.livingston@dvs.nm.gov John.livingston@dvs.nm.gov  
    
Hobbs/Southeast NM Las Cruces/Southwest NM Las Cruces/Southwest NM  
Freddy Solis-Littlejohn Miguel Martinez (SW Supervisor) Vincent Tellez  
2120 North Alto St. 1125 N. Solano Drive, Suite  1125 1125 N. Solano Drive, Suite  1125  
(575) 241-0714 (575) 644-6869 (505) 361-5298  
fred.solis-little@dvs.nm.gov miguel.martinez@dvs.nm.gov vincent.tellez@dvs.nm.gov  
    
Las Cruces/Southwest NM Las Vegas/Northeast NM Las Vegas/Northeast NM  
Clint Anderson Arturo Marlow (NE Supervisor) Melissa Herrera (VSO II)  
1125 N. Solano Drive, Suite  1125 917 Douglas Ave. 917 Douglas Ave.  
(505) 216-8782 (505) 331-8838 (575) 520-5079                                
clint.anderson@dvs.nm.gov arturo.marlow@dvs.nm.gov melissa.herrera@dvs.nm.gov  
    
Las Vegas/Northeast NM Rio Rancho/Northeast NM Roswell/Southeast NM  
Wayne Minkler Dustin Newsom Ben Mendoza  
917 Douglas Ave. 
 

Sandoval County Admin. Bldg.          
1500 Idalia Rd./Bldg. D/Room 2041 

1600 SE Main Street/Suite A 
 

(575) 781-0614                         (505) 221-7190  (575) 988-5900  
wayne.minkler@dvs.nm.gov dustin.newsom@dvs.nm.gov benjamin.mendoza@dvs.nm.gov  
    
Roswell/Southeast NM Santa Fe/Northeast NM Silver City/Southwest NM  
Danielle Andrade Phillip Hernandez Clarissa Sierra  
1600 SE Main Street/Suite A Bataan Memorial Bldg.                         

407 Galisteo St./1st Floor, Room 134 

 

Western New Mexico University      
1000 West College Ave.  
Juan Chacon Bldg./Room 138A 

 

 (575) 416-2284            (505) 218-3125 (575) 313-5627  
danielle.andrade@dvs.nm.gov  phillip.hernandez@dvs.nm.gov                                   clarissa.sierra@dvs.nm.gov  
    
Taos/Northeast NM State Veterans Home/T or C NM Woman Veterans Program   
Leticia “Lety” Cano VSO Staff/Every Wednesday Amberly Viner (Program Manager)  
Health and Human Services Bldg.  
145 Roy Rd. 

922 South Broadway St. 
Truth or Consequences, NM 

Pinetree Corporate Center/Bldg. 2                 
4801 Indian School Rd. NE/2nd floor  

(505)-709-5263  (505) 372-9106  
leticia.cano@dvs.nm.gov  amberly.viner@dvs.nm.gov   
    
Tribal Liaison    
Beverly Charley    
San Juan College Veterans Center      
4601 College Blvd./Room 1715-B 

   

(575) 241-3322    
beverly.charley@dvs.nm.gov    
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